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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 192

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE HUGHES.
0507L.01I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT
To amend chapter 115, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to voter caging.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 115, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 115.192, to read as follows:

115.192. 1. This section shall be known and may be cited asthe " Voter Caging
Prohibition Act of 2009".

2. Asused in this section, the following terms mean:

(1) "Unverified match list", a list produced by matching the information of
registered voters or applicants for voter registration to a list of individuals who are
ineligible to vote in the election authority's jurisdiction, by virtue of death, conviction,
change of address, or otherwise, unlessone of the pieces of infor mation matched includes
asignature, photograph, or uniqueidentifyingnumber ensuringthat theinfor mation from
each sourcerefersto the sameindividual,

(2) "Voter caging document” , any:

(@) Nonforwardable document that isreturned to the sender or athird party as
undelivered or undeliverable despite an attempt to deliver such document to the address
of aregistered voter or applicant; or

(b) Any document with instructionstoan addr esseethat thedocument bereturned
to the sender or athird party but isnot so returned, despite an attempt to deliver such
document to the address of a registered voter or applicant, unless at least two election
cycles have passed sincethe date of the attempted delivery;

(3) "Voter caginglist", alist of individualscompiled from voter caging documents.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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3. Noédlection authority shall prevent any individual from registering or votingin
any election, nor shall permit in connection with any election a formal challenge under
state law to an individual's registration status or €igibility to vote, if the basis for such
decision is evidence consisting of:

(1) A voter caging document or voter caging list;

(2) Anunverified match list;

(3 An error or omission on any record or paper relating to any application,
registration, or other act requisitetovoting, if such error or omission isnot material toan
individual's eligibility to vote under this chapter.

4. Noperson other than an election authority shall submit aformal challengeunder
state law to an individual's €ligibility to register to vote in an election or to vote in an
election if the basisfor such challengeisevidence consisting of:

(1) A voter caging document or voter caging list;

(2) Anunverified match list;

(3 An error or omission on any record or paper relating to any application,
registration, or other act requisitetovoting, if such error or omission isnot material toan
individual's eligibility to vote under this chapter.

5. No person other than the election authority shall submit a formal challengeto
an individual's eligibility toregister to votein an election or to votein an election unless:

(1) Thechallenger isaregistered voter in the precinct in which the challengeis
being made;

(2) Thechallengeis supported by personal, first-hand knowledge regarding the
groundsfor ingligibility;

(3) Thechallengeisdocumented in writing; and

(4) Thechallenger makesan oath or attestation under penalty of perjury that the
individual whoisthe subject of thechallengeisineligibletoregister tovoteor votein that
election becausetheindividual doesnot meet thedligibility requirementstoregister tovote
or to vote under thischapter.

6. Any person other than an election authority who submits a formal challenge
under this section shall file the challenge with the secretary of state at least thirty days
beforetheelection. Thesecretary of state shall servethevoter whosedligibility toregister
to vote or to vote with notice by mail at the voter'slast known address. Notice shall also
be published in a periodical of general circulation at least twenty-one days before the
election. At least fourteen daysbeforetheelection, the secretary of stateshall hold apublic
hearing, at which the person submitting the formal challenge shall appear and present
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54 clear and convincing evidence that the voter is ineligible to register to vote or to vote.
55 Failure of the challenger to appear shall result in dismissal of the challenge.

56 7. If any challenge by an election authority is resolved against the voter whose
57 €ligibility toregister tovoteor tovoteon theday of theelection, the challenged voter shall
58 beentitled to vote a provisional ballot.

59 8. Any person who knowingly challengesthedigibility of one or moreindividuals
60 toregister or voteor knowingly causestheeligibility of such individualsto be challenged
61 inviolation of this section with theintent that one or more eligible voters be disqualified
62 shall beguilty of a class one election offense for each such violation. Each violation shall

63 bea separate offense.
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