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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 889

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES NIEVES (Sponsor), TILLEY, SCHOELLER, LOW, STILL,
WEBBER, SUTHERLAND AND KIRKTON (Co-sponsors).

1770L.01l D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal section 578.030, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections relating to dog
fighting.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 578.030, RSMo, is repealed and two new sections enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as sections 578.028 and 578.030, to read as follows:

578.028. 1. A person performing alawful seizure of any dog that isthe subject of
aviolation of section 578.025, whether under the authority of awarrant or not, shall:

(1) Begiven adisposition hearing within thirty daysof thefiling of therequest for
the purpose of granting immediate disposition of the dogs impounded;

(2) Placeimpounded dogsin thecareor custody of aveterinarian, theappropriate
animal control authority, or an animal shelter. If no appropriate veterinarian, animal
control authority, or animal shelter isavailable, the dog shall not beimpounded unlessit
isdiseased or disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose;

(3) Humanely kill any dog impounded if it isdeter mined by alicensed veterinarian
that the dog is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose;

(4) Not beliablefor any necessary damageto property if thedog hasbeen lawfully
seized.

2. Theowner or custodian or any person claiming an interest in any dog that has
been impounded because of being thesubject of aviolation of section 578.025, may prevent
disposition of the dog by posting bond or security in an amount sufficient to provide for
thedog'scareand keepingfor at least thirty days, inclusive of thedateon which theanimal

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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was taken into custody. Notwithstanding the fact that bond may be posted under this
subsection, the authority having custody of the animal may humanely dispose of the dog
at theend of thetimefor which expensesar e cover ed by thebond or security, unlessthere
isacourt order prohibiting such disposition. Such order shall providefor abond or other
security in the amount necessary to protect the authority having custody of the dog from
any cost of thecare, keeping, or disposal of thedog. Theauthority taking custody of adog
shall give notice of the provisions of this section by posting a copy of this section at the
place wherethe dog wastaken into custody or by deliveringit to a person residing on the
property.

3. Theowner or custodian of any dog humanely killed under this section shall not
beentitled torecover any damagesr elated to, nor theactual valueof, thedog if thedog was
found by a licensed veterinarian to be diseased or disabled, or if the owner or custodian
failed to post bond or security for the care, keeping, and disposition of the dog after being
notified of impoundment.

578.030. 1. The provisionsof section 43.200, RSMo, notwithstanding, any member of
the state highway patrol or other law enforcement officer may apply for and serve a search
warrant, and shall have the power of search and seizure in order to enforce the provisions of
sections 578.025 to 578.050.

2. Any member of the state highway patrol or other law enforcement officer making an
arrest under section 578.025 shall lawfully take possession of all dogs or other animals and all
paraphernalia, implements, or other property or things used or employed, or about to be
employed, intheviolation of any of the provisions of section 578.025. Such officer, after taking
possession of such dogs, animals, paraphernalia, implements or other property or things, shall
filewith the court beforewhom the complaint is made agai nst any person so arrested an affidavit
stating therein the name of the person charged in such complaint, a description of the property
so taken and the time and place of the taking thereof together with the name of the person from
whom the same was taken and the name of the person who claims to own such property, if
known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does believe, stating the ground of such
belief, that the property so taken was used or employed, or was about to be used or employed,
in such violation of section 578.025. [He shall thereupon deliver the property so taken to the
court, which shall, by order in writing, place the samein the custody of an officer or other proper
person named and designated in such order, to be kept by him until the conviction or final
discharge of such person complained against, and shall send a copy of such order without delay
to the prosecuting attorney of the county. The officer or person so named and designated in such
order shall immediately thereupon assumethe custody of such property and shall retainthe same,
subject to the order of the court before which such person so complained against may berequired
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to appear for trial. Upon the conviction of the person so charged, all property so seized shall be
adjudged by the court to be forfeited and shall thereupon be destroyed or otherwise disposed of
asthe court may order. Intheevent of the acquittal or final discharge without conviction of the
person so charged, such court shall, on demand, direct the delivery of such property so held in
custody to the owner thereof.]
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