FIRST REGULAR SESSION

House Concurrent Resolution No. 6

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1045L.011

AN ACT

Relating to disapproving the recommendations of the Missouri Citizens Commission on
Compensation for Elected Officials.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

W her eas, ArticleX11, Section 3 of theMissouri Constitution chargesthe Missouri

Citizens Commission on Compensation for Elected Officials with setting the amount of
compensation paid to statewide elected officials, legislators, and judges; and

W her eas, the Constitution establishes the number of commissioners at twenty-

two, with twelve appointed by the Governor, nine appointed by the Secretary of State, and one
by the Missouri Supreme Court; and

Wher €aS, Secretary of State Robin Carnahan and the Missouri Supreme Court

made their constitutionally required appointments, but Governor Matt Blunt ignored his
constitutional duty and failed to make any appointments to the Commission; and

Wher €as, with a maority of the Commission positions vacant, the ten

commissioners appointed by the Secretary of State and the Missouri Supreme Court proceeded
with the task of evaluating compensation for statewide elected officials, legislators, and judges;
and

W her eas, by avote of 9-0, which was three short of the twelve votes needed for

amajority, the remaining commissioners voted to grant statewide elected officials, legislators,
and all statejudgesthe same pay increases, if any, granted to rank-and-file state workers during
the 2010 and 2011 fiscal years, with associate circuit judges receiving an additional $1,500 in
each of those fiscal years regardless of whether other state employees receive pay raises, and
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W her eas, the commissioners further recommended that all state judges be paid a

per diem for attending the annual Missouri Judicial Conference equal to the per diem paid to
legislators when the General Assembly isin session; and

W her eas, the country isin the midst of acontinuing economic recessionthat began

in December 2007 and that many consider to be the worst national economic crisis since the
Great Depression; and

Wher €aS, the State of Missouri isfacing a$342 million shortfal in thefiscal year

2009 state budget that could requireimmediate cutsin state spending and government services,
and

Whereas the State of Missouri likely will also face afinancial crisis during the
2010 fiscal year and perhaps the 2011 fiscal year; and

W her eas, the future financia uncertai nty makes providing pay increases for
legislators, statewide elected officials, and state judges alow budget priority; and

W her eas, the Commission'srecommendationsshall takeeffect unlessdi sapproved

by the General Assembly through aconcurrent resol ution passed by two-thirdsmajoritiesin each
legislative chamber before February 1, 2009:

NOW, ther efor e, be it resolved by the members of the House of
Representatives of the Ninety-fifth General Assembly, First Regular Session, the Senate
concurring therein, that the recommendations of the Missouri Citizens Commission on
Compensation of Elected Officials be disapproved; and

Be it further resolved tha the Chief Clerk of the Missouri House of
Representativesbeinstructed to prepareaproperly inscribed copy of thisresolutionfor Governor
Jay Nixon.
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