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FIRST REGULAR SESSION
HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE BILL NOS. 73 & 47

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

0434L..03C D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 208, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to illegal drug use of
applicants and recipients of temporary assistance for needy families benefits.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 208, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section to be
known as section 208.027, to read as follows:

208.027. 1. Thedepartment of social servicesshall develop aprogramtoscreen and
test each work-eligible applicant or work-eligible recipient who is otherwise eligible for
temporary assistance for needy families benefits under this chapter and who the
department hasreasonable causeto believe, based on the screening, engagesin illegal use
of controlled substances. Any work-eligible applicant or work-eligible recipient who is
found to have tested positive for theillegal use of a controlled substance, which was not
prescribed for such applicant or recipient by alicensed health care provider, shall, after
an administrative hearing conducted by the department under the provisions of chapter
536, bedeclared ineligiblefor temporary assistancefor needy familiesbenefitsfor aperiod
of one year from the date of the administrative hearing decision. The department shall
refer awork-eligibleapplicant or work-eligiblerecipient who tested positivefor the use of
a controlled substance under this section to an appropriate substance abuse treatment
program approved by the division of alcohol and drug abuse within the department of
mental health. Other members of a household which includes a person who has been
declaredineligiblefor temporary assistancefor needy familiesassistanceshall, if otherwise
eligible, continueto receivetemporary assistancefor needy families benefitsas protective
or vendor paymentstoathird-party payeefor thebenefit of themember sof thehousehold.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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2. Thedepartment of social servicesshall promulgaterulestodevelop thescreening
and testing provisionsof thissection. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat termisdefined
in section 536.010, that iscreated under theauthority delegated in thissection shall become
effectiveonly if it complieswith and issubject to all of the provisions of chapter 536 and,
if applicable, section 536.028. Thissection and chapter 536 ar e nonseverableand if any of
the power s vested with the general assembly pursuant to chapter 536 to review, to delay
the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently held
unconstitutional, then thegrant of rulemakingauthority and any ruleproposed or adopted
after August 28, 2011, shall beinvalid and void.
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