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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 367

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES MEADOWS (Sponsor) AND WALTON GRAY (Co-sponsor).
0333L.02I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 317.001 and 317.006, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof twenty-six new
sections relating to amateur mixed martial arts.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 317.001 and 317.006, RSMo, are repealed and twenty-six new
sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 317.001, 317.006, 317.050, 317.053,
317.056, 317.059, 317.062, 317.065, 317.068, 317.071, 317.074, 317.077, 317.080, 317.083,
317.086, 317.089, 317.092, 317.095, 317.098, 317.101, 317.104, 317.107, 317.110, 317.113,
317.116, and 317.119, to read asfollows:

317.001. Asusedin sections 317.001 to [317.021] 317.119, the following words and
terms mean:

(1) "Amateur", aperson who competesin aboxing, wrestling, kickboxing, or full-contact
karate event who has not competed as a contestant for valuable consideration in any event in
which similar boxing, wrestling, kickboxing, or full-contact karate skillswere used or allowed;

(2) " Amateur unarmed combat promoter” or " promoter", a person, association,
partner ship, cor poration, limited liability company, or any form of businessentity licensed
by theofficewho arranges, advertises, or conductsamateur mixed martial artseventsand
who isresponsible for obtaining a permit for each contest and for payment of any state
taxes associated with such contest;

(3) "Bout", one match involving professional boxing, sparring, professional wrestling,
professional kickboxing, or professional full-contact karate, including professional mixed martial
arts;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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[(3)] (4) "Boxing", the sport of attack and defense where contestants are allowed to only
use the fist to attack or strike in competition;

[(D)] (5) "Combative fighting", about or contest, with or without gloves or protective
headgear, whereby any part of the contestant's body may be used asaweapon or any other means
of fighting may be used with the specific purpose of intentionally injuring the other contestants
in such a manner that they may not defend themselves and in which thereis no referee;

[(5)] (6) "Contest”, about or agroup of boutsinvolving licensed contestants competing
inprofessional boxing, sparring, professional wrestling, professional kickboxing, or professional
full-contact karate;

[(6)] (7) "Contestant”, a person who competesin any boxing, wrestling, kickboxing, or
full-contact karate event;

[(7)] (8) "Director", the director of the division of professional registration;

[(8)] (9) "Division", the division of professional registration;

[(9] (10) "Exhibition", a boxing, wrestling, kickboxing, or full-contact karate
engagement in which persons are participating to show or display their boxing, wrestling,
kickboxing, or full-contact karate skill and in which no decision is rendered;

[(10)] (11) "Full-contact karate", any form of full- contact martial artsincluding, but not
limited to, full- contact kungfu, full-contact tae kwon do, or any form of martial arts, mixed
martial arts, combat or self-defense conducted on a full-contact basis in a match where
contestants are allowed to deliver blows or strikes;

[(12)] (12) "Fund", theathletic fund established pursuant to sections 317.001to 317.021,

[(12)] (13) "Kickboxing", any match in which contestants are allowed to use any form
of boxing and are also allowed to use any part of thefist, foot, or leg, with or without shin guards
or protective gear, or any combination thereof to deliver strikes above the waist and which does
not constitute mixed martial arts as defined by this section;

[(13)] (14) "Mixed martial arts', any match in which any form of martia arts or
self-defenseisconducted on afull-contact basisand where other combative techniquesor tactics
are allowed in competition including, but not limited to, kicking, striking, chokeholds, boxing,
wrestling, kickboxing, grappling, or joint manipulation. Professional mixed martial artsis a
form of full-contact karate;

[(14)] (15) "Office", the division of professional registration, office of athletics;

[(15)] (16) "Professiona”, awrestling, boxing, kickboxing, or full-contact karate bout
or contest where the participants compete for any valuable consideration or a person who
competesin any wrestling, boxing, kickboxing, or full-contact karate bout or contest for any such
consideration;
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[(16)] (17) "Sparring", any boxing, wrestling, kickboxing, or full-contact karate
conducted for practice and for which admission or other similar consideration, in any form, is
charged to any member of the public;

[(17)] (18) "Unarmed combat”, may include any amateur kickboxing match in
which thecompetitor sarenot wearing protectivegear. Unar med combat shall not include
any of the following:

(@) Any form of competition between human beingsor one or morehuman beings
and one or more animalsin which:

a. Oneor moreblowsarestruck which may reasonably beexpected toinflict injury
on a human being; and

b. There is some compensation or commercial benefit arising from such
competition, whether in the form of cash or noncash payment to the competitorsor the
person arrangingthecompetition; thesaleof theright tofilm, broadcast, transmit, or view
thecompetition; or theuseof thecompetition to attract per sonstoaparticular location for
some commercial advantage or to promote a commercial product or commercial
enterprise;

(b) Tough man fights, bad man fights, nudeboxing, nudewr estling, patr on boxing,
patron martial arts, and patron wrestling;

(c) Professional boxing licensed under this chapter;

(d) Professional wrestling governed or authorized by an organization licensed or
exempted from licensure under this chapter;

(e) Amateur boxing or amateur wrestling governed or authorized by any
sanctioning body recognized by the officeunder thischapter asan amateur mixed martial
arts sanctioning body;

(f) Any competition displaying the skills of a singleform of an Oriental system of
unarmed combativesportsor unarmed combativeentertainment, including, but not limited
to, kickboxing, karate, or full-contact karate, that isheld under therulesof that form and
governed or authorized by an organization licensed by the office in accordance with this
chapter; or

(9 Mixed martial arts fighting or other martial arts competitions otherwise
governed or authorized under this chapter;

(19) "Wrestling", any performance of wrestling skills and techniques by two or more
individuals. Participating wrestlers may perform without being required to use their best efforts
in order to win and the winner may have been selected before the performance commences.
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317.006. 1. Thedivision shall have general charge and supervision of al professional
boxing, sparring, professional wrestling, professional kickboxing and professional full-contact
karate contests held in the state of Missouri, and it shall have the power, and it shall beits duty:

(1) To make and publish rules governing in every particular professiona boxing,
sparring, professional wrestling, professional kickboxing and professional full- contact karate
contests,

(2) Tomake and publish rules governing the approval of amateur sanctioning bodiesin
accor dance with sections 317.050 to 317.119;

(3) To accept applications for and issue licenses to contestants in professional boxing,
sparring, professional wrestling, professional kickboxing and professional full- contact karate
contests held in the state of Missouri, and referees, judges, matchmakers, managers, promoters,
seconds, announcers, timekeepers and physicians involved in professional boxing, sparring,
professional wrestling, professional kickboxing and professional full-contact karate contestsheld
in the state of Missouri, as authorized herein. Such licenses shall be issued in accordance with
rules duly adopted by the division;

(4) To charge fees to be determined by the director and established by rule for every
licenseissued and to assessatax of five percent of the grossreceipts of any person, organization,
corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or association holding a promoter's license
and permit under sections 317.001 to 317.021, derived from admission charges connected with
or as an incident to the holding of any professional boxing, sparring, professiona wrestling,
professional kickboxingor professional full- contact karate contest in the stateof Missouri. Such
funds shall be paid to thedivision of professional registration which shall pay said fundsinto the
Missouri state treasury to be set apart into afund to be known as the "Athletic Fund" which is
hereby established;

(5) To assess atax of five percent of the gross receipts of any person, organization,
corporation, partnership, limited liability company or association holding a promoter's license
under sections 317.001 to 317.021 derived from the sale, lease or other exploitation in this state
of broadcasting, television, pay-per-view, closed-circuit telecast, and motion picture rights for
any professional boxing, sparring, professional wrestling, professional kickboxing or
professional full-contact karate contest. Such fundsshall be paid to thedivision which shall pay
said fundsinto the Missouri statetreasury to be set apart into afund to be known asthe " Athletic
Fund”;

(6) Each cabletelevision system operator whose pay-per- view or closed-circuit facilities
are utilized to telecast a bout or contest shall, within thirty calendar days following the date of
thetelecast, fileareport with the office stating the number of orders sold and the price per order.
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2. All fees established pursuant to sections 317.001 to 317.021 shall be determined by
the director by rule in such amount as to produce sufficient revenue to fund the necessary
expensesand operating costsincurred in the administration of the provisionsof sections317.001
t0 317.021. All expenses shall be paid as otherwise provided by law.

317.050. 1. The division may only approve an amateur unarmed combat
sanctioning body if the amateur sanctioning body meets the following minimum
requirements:

(1) Isexclusively or primarily dedicated to advancing a particular sport;

(2) Limitsitsparticipation in itseventsto itsregistered members,

(3) Hasarecord of enforcing therules governing a contest or exhibition;

(4) Hasarecord for safety; and

(5) Providessubstantially ssmilar protectionsfor the health, safety, and welfar e of
itscontestantsasthat required for professional boxingand professional mixed martial arts
requirements within this state specifically designated to differentiate professionals from
amateurs.

Any national amateur unarmed combat sanctioning body shall be a verified 501(c)3 not-
for-profit organization established to follow the guidelines of the federal Ted Stevens
Amateur SportsAct.

2. In addition, an applicant for licensure as an amateur unarmed combat
sanctioning body shall provideto thedivision its proposed policies, rules, and regulations
for providing oversight of an event, which shall include:

(1) Thefeesto becharged by the applicant for providing oversight at an event;

(2) Thecriteriafor assigning officials to amateur unarmed combat bouts at an
event;

(3) Information concerning any training programsor certificationsthe applicant
requires of officialsit assignsto an event;

(4) Identification of the types of actionsthat will be considered a foul during an
amateur unarmed combat bout;

(5) Information regarding weight classes, maximum weight differentials between
opponentsin different weight classes, and official weigh-in requirements;

(6) A procedure to ensure the promoter provides adequate security for the
protection of the participants at an event;

(7) A procedure for the administration of screening tests for illegal drugs of
amateur unarmed combat competitors participating in an event;
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(8) A procedureto ensurethat professional unarmed combat competitors do not
participatein any amateur unarmed combat bouts;

(9) Theproposed bout restrictionsfor nonchampionship and championship bouts,
which shall not exceed:

(@ Three rounds of not more than three minutes duration per round for
nonchampionship bouts; and

(b) Five rounds of not more than three minutes duration per round for
championship bouts;

(210) Theproposed mandatory rest period each amateur unarmed competitor shall
take between competing in each unarmed combat event, which shall be no lessthan five
days;

(11) The proposed scoring system to be used by judges of an amateur unarmed
combat bout;

(12) A requirement that each amateur unarmed competitor competingin an event
has obtained a mixed martial artsnational identification card from any state, country, or
tribal nation recognized by the Association of Boxing Commissions;

(13) A requirement that no participant in an event isless than eighteen years of
age;

(14) A procedurefor approving or denying fight cards;

(15) A procedurefor verifying the time occurrence of prefight medical tests;

(16) A procedure outlining action to be taken against an amateur unarmed
competitor who has been found to have a prohibited drugin hisor her system;

(17) A procedurefor ensuring that no amateur unarmed competitor participates
in an event while under suspension in the website registry certified and operated by the
Association of Boxing Commissions;

(18) A procedure for determining any suspensions against an amateur unar med
competitor which may beissued by the sanctioning body; and

(19) Any information necessary for the office to determine that the sanctioning
body is suitable to ensure the integrity of amateur unarmed combat and the safety of
amateur unarmed combat.

3. The office may deny a license to an applicant if the policies and procedures
submitted to the office under this section are insufficient to ensurethe safety of amateur
unarmed combat competitorsor theintegrity of amateur unarmed combat.

4. In determining the sufficiency of an applicant's proposed policies, rules, and
regulations, paramount consideration shall be given to whether the policies, rules, and
regulationsarelikely to adequately ensure:
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() Theintegrity of amateur unarmed combat; and

(2) Thesafety of theamateur unarmed combat competitors.

317.053. 1. Thefollowing personsshall not act asan event official for an amateur
unarmed combat bout if they hold a promoter'slicensein this state:

(1) A soleproprietor;

(2) A company'sprincipal owner, substantial owner, key person, an employee, or
an agent.

2. (1) The promoter of an event shall provide a minimum of one advanced life
support ambulance, fully equipped with neck brace, backboar d, oxygen, and resuscitative
equipment in accor dancewith medical per sonnel to staff such ambulancewhoarecertified
within this state to provide advanced life support patient care. Such ambulance and
medical per sonnel shall bepresent onsiteat all timesto provideemer gency medical services
to the event participantswhile a bout isin progress.

(2) Certified medical personnel from the ambulance shall be present directly
outsidethefighting areawith all equipment required by thecurrent protocolsestablished
by the medical director to provideimmediate emergency medical careat all timeswhilea
bout isin progress.

(3) Thesanctioning body shall ensurethat the proposed venue for the event isan
appropriatedistancefrom ahospital with afull-timeemer gency department and treatment
facilities, as determined by the sanctioning body.

317.056. 1. The promoter of an amateur unarmed combat event shall obtain:

(1) Medical benefit coverage for each amateur unarmed combat competitor
participating in a bout in an amount of not less than ten thousand dollars, which shall
provide for medical, surgical, and hospital carefor injuries sustained by the competitor
whileparticipatinginthebout. Deductiblesfor therequired medical benefit coverageshall
be paid by the fighter up to thefirst five hundred dollars, with the promoter paying any
additional deductible, if necessary; and

(2) Accidental death benefit coverage for each amateur unarmed combat
competitor participating in a bout in an amount of not less than ten thousand dollars,
which shall be paid to the competitor's estate in the event of the competitor's death
resulting from participation in the bout.

2. The promoter shall submit proof to the sanctioning body by the deadline
established by such sanctioning body that the required medical and accidental death
benefit coverage required under this section has been obtained for each amateur
competitor participating in a bout.
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317.059. 1. The office may consider, but is not limited to the factors listed in
sections317.050t0 317.119 and other factor ssuch asnational recognition and thenumber
of year sand type of experiencethe sanctioning body hasaccumulated over seeing amateur
events when deter mining whether an amateur sanctioning body shall be approved.

2. (1) No organization, gymnasium, or independent club shall host a sparring
match or competitivematch wher e spectator smay purchaseor provideapaid sponsor ship
for holding or watching such matches unless such organization, gymnasium, or
independent club registers with an approved Missouri state amateur sanctioning
association and the Missouri office of athletics.

(2) Theofficeshall register any or ganization, gymnasium, or independent club that
the office deems qualified to host such matches. Applicationsfor such registration shall
bemadeon formsprovided by the officeand accompanied by feesestablished by theoffice.

(3) For purposes of enforcing the provisions of sections 317.050 to 317.119, the
office or a representative of the office may inspect the facilities of any such organization,
gymnasium, or independent club. Thestate attorney general, at the request of the office,
may apply in the name of the state of Missouri for atemporary or permanent restraining
of any organization, gymnasium, or independent club from operating in violation of any
provision of sections 317.050 to 317.119 or any regulations promulgated thereunder.

(4) The office shall adopt such regulations as the office deems necessary for the
conduct, supervision, and safety of sparring and competitivematches. Anyruleor portion
of arule, asthat term is defined in section 536.010, that is created under the authority
delegated in this section shall become effective only if it complieswith and issubject to all
of the provisions of chapter 536 and, if applicable, section 536.028. This section and
chapter 536 are nonseverable and if any of the power s vested with the general assembly
pursuant to chapter 536 to review, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul
arulearesubsequently held unconstitutional, then thegrant of rulemaking authority and
any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2011, shall beinvalid and void.

317.062. 1. Thepromoter of an event shall submit to the sanctioning body by the
deadline established by such sanctioning body thefinal proposed fight card for the event,
including the following information for each amateur unarmed combat competitor:

(1) Name;

(2) Mixed martial arts national identification number;

(3) Laboratory results, not more than one year old from the date of the event,
affirming the negative test results of the competitorsfor:

(@) Antibodiestothe human immunodeficiency virus (HIV);

(b) Thesurface antigen of the hepatitis B virus; and
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(c) Antibodiesto the hepatitis C virus;

(4) A written statement from alicensed physician, not morethan oneyear old from
the date of the event affirming that the competitor has undergone a thorough medical
examination and isphysically fit and qualified to participatein amateur unar med combat;
and

(5) For femalecompetitors, laboratory resultsnot morethan fivedaysold fromthe
date of the event affirming the negative resultsfor pregnancy.

2. The sanctioning body shall notify the office immediately if the promoter has
failed to submit any information required under this section by the required deadline.

3. Any competitor who failsto havethedocumentation required under thissection
on filewith the sanctioning body shall not be per mitted to participatein a bout.

4. For every unarmed combat bout:

(1) Thereshall be present at each event a minimum of one licensed physician for
an event who hasbeen selected by thepromoter and approved by the sanctioningbody and
the office;

(2) Thesanctioning body, at its discretion, may require the promoter to provide
additional licensed physiciansfor an event;

(3) Anevent physician shall bepresent at ringsidedirectly outsidethefightingarea
to provideimmediate emer gency medical care at all timeswhen a bout isin progress;

(4) An event physician shall:

(a) Examine a competitor at ringside upon exiting the fighting area immediately
after the conclusion of a bout; and

(b) Recommend to the sanctioning body any medical suspensionsfor competitors
that the physician deter mines appropriate.

317.065. 1. All applicationsfor licensureand renewal of licensur e shall be subject
to the following nonrefundable, nontransferable fees, which shall be paid to the office:

(1) For anamateur unar med combat competitor to obtain or renew amixed martial
arts national identification card, the competitor shall pay a nonrefundable,
nontransferable fee to the office;

(2) For replacement of a mixed martial arts national identification card, an
amateur unar med combat competitor shall pay totheofficeafeeof twenty dollarsfor each
replacement card.

2. (1) When scheduled to participate in an amateur unarmed combat bout, a
competitor shall be examined by the event physician prior to the scheduled start time of
the event.
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(2) If theevent physician so finds, the physician shall certify in writing over hisor
her signaturethat theamateur unarmed combat competitor isphysically fit to participate
in the event. The physician's certification of physical fitness to participate shall be
delivered to a sanctioning body representative prior to the event.

(3) Any competitor who fails to obtain such certification required under this
subsection shall not participatein an unarmed combat bout.

317.068. 1. At least tworepresentativesfrom thesanctioning body shall be present
at each event to providefor the onsiteregulation of the event. The sanctioning body may
send as many representativesto an event asit determines necessary.

2. Each sanctioning body representative assigned to an event under this section
shall be responsible for ensuring that all provisions of sections 317.050 to 317.119 are
strictly observed.

3. Office representatives shall be admitted to an event free of charge upon
presentation of credentialsissued by the office for the event.

4. Fighting area apron seats shall be provided to office representatives who have
been assigned by the office to observe the event.

5. Thesanctioningbody representativeor officer epresentativeassigned toan event
may cancel or delay the event if it does not meet the requirements of sections 317.050 to
317.119.

317.071. For each event at which a sanctioning body isresponsible for providing
onsite regulation, the sanctioning body shall file with the office a completed event report
on forms prescribed by the office within five business days of the conclusion of the event.

317.074. 1. An amateur unarmed combat competitor shall not participate in an
event if the competitor hasa prohibited drugin hisor her possession or control.

2. Thesanctioning body may require a competitor scheduled to participatein an
event to submit to a test for the detection of a prohibited drug.

3. Each competitor participatingin a championship bout shall submit to atest for
the detection of prohibited drugs upon request of the sanctioning body.

4. Ontheday of theevent, arepresentativeof thesanctioning body shall inform the
competitor whether he or she hasbeen selected for testing. The competitor shall submit
to such test at the conclusion of the bout.

5. Test resultsshall be submitted by the laboratory processing the test directly to
the sanctioning body within fourteen days of the event. The sanctioning body may grant
an extension if thetest results cannot be timely obtained.

6. No competitor shall refuseto submit to atest under thissection. |f acompetitor
refusesto submit to such test, the competitor shall be deemed to have failed the test.
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7. For purposesof thissection, " prohibited drugs' meansany drugwhich fallsinto
one of the following classes or types of substances:

(1) Opiates;

(2) Methadone;

(3) Barbiturates;

(49) Amphetamines,

(5) Benzodiazepines,

(6) Propoxyphene;

(7) Cocaine;

(8) PCP;

(9) Anabolic steroids,

(10) Performance enhancing drugs;

(11) Anydrugidentified onthemost current edition of theprohibited list published
by the World Anti-Doping Agency;

(12) Any drug other than one which has been:

(a) Purchased legally without aprescriptionif amedical professional actingwithin
the scopeof hisor her licenseor certification hascertified that the drug will not affect the
competitor'sability to participate safely in a bout and the event physician agrees; or

(b) Obtained by thecompetitor under avalid prescription or order of alicensed or
certified medical professional acting within the scope of hisor her licenseor certification
if themedical professional hascertified that thedrugwill not affect thecompetitor'sability
to participate safely in a bout and the event physician agr ees.

317.077. 1. If an amateur unarmed combat competitor has a confirmed positive
drugtest result from asampletaken immediately followingabout or failsto submit tosuch
test and such competitor wasdeclared thewinner of thebout, theofficial bout resultsshall
be changed to no contest.

2. If an amateur unarmed combat competitor has a confirmed positive drug test
result from a sampletaken immediately following about or failsto submit tosuch test and
such competitor wastheloser of thebout, theofficial bout resultsshall remain unchanged.

317.080. 1. Thesanctioning body responsible for providing oversight of an event
shall:

(1) Ensuretheprovisionsof sections 317.050 to 317.119 ar e enfor ced;

(2) Immediately advise the office if the event promoter violates a provision of
sections 317.050 to 317.119; and

(3) Submit the official results for all amateur mixed martial arts bouts and
recommended medical and nonmedical suspensionsof any competitor stotheofficewithin
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two businessdaysafter theevent for entry intothewebsiteregistry certified and oper ated
by the Association of Boxing Commissions.

2. Failure of the sanctioning body or promoter to comply with the provisions of
sections 317.050 to 317.119 may result in:

(1) Cancdllation of a professional-amateur unarmed combat event or an amateur
unarmed combat event; and/or

(2) Disciplinary action, includingthepromoter'slicense suspension, revocation, or
denial.

317.083. Theenclosed area for competition shall:

(1) Beconstructed in a manner that does not pose a substantial risk to the safety
or health of any person;

(2) Becircular or have as many as eight equal sidesfor a contest;

(3) Benosmaller than sixteen feet wide and no larger than thirty-two feet wide
within theropes, cage, or fencesarea;

(4) Havea corner with abluedesignation and the cor ner directly acr ossshall have
ared designation;

(5) Have the floor extend at least twenty-four inches beyond the ropes or other
barrier. Thefloor shall be constructed of canvas, duck, or other similar material which
shall be padded with at least a one-inch layer of foam padding which shall extend over the
edge of the platform of the fighting area;

(6) Not contain materials that may gather in lumps or ridges during the bout or
contest;

(7) Havea platform which isno morethan four feet above the floor on whichit is
standing and shall have suitable steps or rampsfor use by officials and the competitors;

(8) Havefivefighting arearopeswhen fighting area ropes are used, not lessthan
oneinch in diameter and wrapped in soft material. The lowest rope shall be no higher
than twelveinchesfrom thefighting area floor and shall not be obstructed by any object,
including without limitation, a triangular border or any part of the fighting floor;

(99 Have fence or cage specifications for mixed martial arts which meet the
following criteria:

(@) Shall be made of material that will prevent a competitor from falling out or
breaking through the fighting area onto the floor beneath the fighting area or onto
Spectators,

(b) May be composed of vinyl-coated chain link fencing or other similar material;

() Any exposed metal on theinterior of thefenced or caged area shall be covered
and padded in a manner approved by the inspector or sanctioning body representative;
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(d) Thecoveringshall not beabrasivetothecompetitorsand any metal partsused
to reinforce the fenced or caged area enclosure shall not interfere with the safety of the
contestants;

(e) Theenclosure may provide two separ ate entries onto the fighting area canvas
which are sufficient to allow easy accessto the fighting area by officials and emergency
personnd;

(f) Entrances shall be padded or covered so there is no exposed metal on the
interior of the fence or caged area;

() Theenclosureshall not obstruct or limit the supervision and regulation of the
bout by officials or sanctioning body representatives and shall not inhibit the judging of
the bout in any manner;

(h) Spectator seats shall be at least eight feet from the performance area or
platform;

(i) The promoter shall cordon off an area suitable to the sanctioning body to
provideaminimum of six feet clearancefrom the performancearea or platform and shall
have at least two entrances. The spaceimmediately within the cordoned off area shall be
under the jurisdiction of the sanctioning body or the promoter for use by designated
working officials, competitors, their seconds, timekeepers, judges, referees, physicians,
announcers, and medical representatives; and

() The promoter shall be responsible for ensuring that the working area is
controlled and free of nonessential personnel.

317.086. 1. The following protective equipment shall be required for all
competitorsin an unarmed combat bout:

(1) A doublearch bi-molar mouth guard,;

(2) Open finger gloves of good quality, which area minimum of seven ounces and
acceptableto the sanctioning body and the office;

(3) Only gauze may be used to wrap the hands of a competitor, which shall be
secured by surgical white adhesive tape at least one-half inch behind the knuckles;

(4) For kickboxing, competitors shall use twelve ounce boxing gloves, and
protective competition boots and shin guards;

(5) All male competitorsshall wear agroin protector; and

(6) Thepromoter shall providesurgical glovesfor thereferee as needed.

The promoter shall supply the same type, brand, and quality of equipment to each
competitor for each match.
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2. A competitor may apply light petroleum jelly, such as Vaseline, to the face at
ringside only prior to entering the competitive area. No such petroleum jelly shall be
applied between rounds or to any other part of the body.

3. Thefollowing items are prohibited:

(1) Shoesof any kind;

(2) Metal zippers,

(3) Shirts, except for female competitors;

(4) Gl pants or tops for mixed martial arts, Gl pants above the waist for
kickboxing, and shortsfor low kick and K 1;

(5) Taping of thefingers, toes, foot, or ankles; and

(6) Hard braces. Soft braceson kneesand anklesareper mitted with theagreement
of the opponent.

4. Thering or cage shall be clean and dry prior to the start of an event and shall
remain clean before each bout.

5. If aboxingring isused for the event, it shall have fiveropes.

6. Thereferee, physician, sanctioningbody, or officer epr esentativemay stop about
or event.

317.089. Thefollowingrestrictions shall apply to competitors:

(1) Hand strikes shall be with a closed fist only;

(2) Competitorsmay strike with their knees, except to the head, otherwise knees,
shins, and feet are allowed to all other parts of the body when the fight is standing up.
When acompetitor'skneetouchestheringfloor, nokicksareallowed to such competitor's
head and the competitor shall beconsidered on theground. A competitor isconsidered on
theground when hisor her kneetouchestheringfloor or isotherwisenot supported by his
or her two feet alone supporting him or her in a standing or crouched position;

(3) All wrestling, judo, and jujitsu throwsand takedownsar e per mitted, aslong as
no hard slams affecting the neck or head are delivered;

(4) Elbow, shoulder,wrist, and kneelocksareallowed. Notwistinganklelocksare
allowed;

(5) All chokesshall be donewith thearmsand legs; and

(6) Wrists, knees, and shouldersarelargejointsand are allowed.

317.092. 1. If acompetitor flagrantly breaksany rule, theofficial ring refereeshall
immediately disqualify the competitor; except that, if thefoul isnot severeor intentional,
the official ring referee shall issue a warning or point deduction from the offending
competitor.

2. Thefollowing areillegal techniquesfor mixed martial artsand kickboxing:
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(1) Buttingwith thehead. No useof thehead asa strikinginstrument in any form
isallowed,;

(2) Eye gouging of any kind. Intentional use of the fingers, thumb, or chin asa
gouging instrument is consider ed eye gouging;

(3) Biting;

(4) Hair pulling;

(5) Fishhooking. Any attempt by acompetitor tousehisor her fingersin amanner
that attacks the opponent’'s mouth, nose, or ears, and stretching the skin to that area is
considered fishhooking. Fishhooking isgenerally placing of fingersinto the mouth of an
opponent and pulling thehandsin the oppositedir ection whileholding ontotheskin of the
opponent;

(6) Groin attacks of any kind;

(7) Putting afinger into any orificeor into any cut or laceration on an opponent;

(8 Small joint manipulation of lessthan threefingersor lessthan threetoesand
twisting ankle lock manipulations;

(9) Strikingtothespineor back of thehead. Nodirect strikingattacksareallowed
tothespineor theback of thehead. A direct strikeisan aimed and executed attack tothe
area. Theback of thehead isconsidered any strikein which the glove doesnot strikethe
ear,

(10) Strikingin any manner using the point of theelbow or forearm shall result in
disqualification;

(11) Throat strikesof any kind, including without limitation grabbing thetrachea.
Direct throat attacksinclude a competitor pulling an opponent'shead in a manner which
openstheneck areafor astriking attack. No competitor shall gouge hisor her fingersor
thumb into hisor her opponent'sneck or tracheain an attempt to submit to an opponent;

(12) Clawing, pinching, or twisting the flesh;

(13) Grabbingtheclavicle, which shall be considered another for m of gouging. No
competitor shall use hisor her fingersto gouge into or grab the clavicle;

(14) Kickingthe head of a grounded opponent shall result in disqualification. A
downed opponent is any competitor who has more than just the soles of the feet on the
ground. If acompetitor isin acrouched position wheretheringropesor fencearetheonly
thing keeping the competitor from the ground, the competitor shall be considered a
downed opponent. A competitor may be kicked to the body when he or sheis on the
ground;

(15) Kneeingtothehead of an opponent in any position shall result in immediate
disqualification;
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(16) Kickingtothekidney with a hedl;

(17) Kicking when both competitors are grounded;

(18) Stomping a grounded opponent. An axekick isnot considered a stomp;

(19) Spiking an opponent to the canvas on his head or neck shall result in
disqualification. Any throw that hasan arcisalegal throw. A competitor shall not pick
up an opponent, invert them placingthe opponent'sfeet straight up in theair and thehead
straight down and piledrivetheopponent intothecanvas. A competitor usingatakedown
or throw against an opponent isallowed to throw an opponent to the ground regar dless of
whether the opponent's head makes contact with the canvas prior to another part of the
body aslong asthe competitor does not place the opponent into a piledriver position;

(20) Throwing an opponent out of thering or fenced area, which shall result in
disqualification;

(21) Holdingtheshortsor glovesof an opponent. A competitor may hold or grab
onto an opponent's hand as long as the hand is not controlled using the material of the
glove, but actually gripping the hand;

(22) Spitting on an opponent;

(23) Engaging in any unsportsmanlike conduct that causesinjury to an opponent;

(24) Holdingtheropesor fence. A competitor may use their handsto push off of
theropesor fenceat any time. |f acompetitor'sfingersgothrough the cageand grab hold
of thefence and start to control hisor her body position or an opponent's body position,
thereferee shall issueawarning to the competitor to let go of thefence. If the competitor
doesnot let go, therefer ee shall attempt to quickly pull the contestant'shand off thefence.
If this does not immediately produce results, the referee shall issue a foul against the
violating competitor. A competitor shall not hold ontotheropesto gain an advantageover
an opponent or to keep an opponent from being successful during a takedown attempt.
Therefereeshall issueawarningtothe competitor tolet go of theropes. If thecompetitor
doesnot let go of theropes, therefereeshall attempt to quickly pull thecompetitor'shands
off theropes. If thisdoes not immediately produce results, the referee shall issue a foul
against the violating competitor;

(25) Using abusive language in the ring or fenced area. A competitor shall not
enticean opponent with abusivelanguageduringtheringintroductionsor theactual bout.
The referee shall give one warning to the violating competitor and then issue a foul for
every violation thereafter;

(26) Attacking an opponent who isunder the care of thereferee;

(27) Attacking an opponent on or during a break;

(28) Attacking an opponent after thebell hassounded for theend of a bout period,;
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(29) Flagrantly disregarding theinstructions of the referee;

(30) Timidity, including without limitation avoiding contact with an opponent,
intentionally or constantly dropping the mouth guard, or faking an injury;

(31) Interferenceby the corner;

(32) Throwingin thetowel during competition;

(33) A grounded competitor shall not kick directly to the head or the knees of a
standing competitor. A grounded competitor may kick up toan opponent'sbody and legs
for defense until both competitors are grounded to grapple or the referee stand the
competitorsto restart; and

(34) Stomping on an opponent’'sfoot shall result in immediate disqualification.

317.095. Thefollowing medical personnel and equipment shall be required:

(1) At least one medical doctor licensed in the state of Missouri to be stationed at
ringside or cageside;

(2) Two paramedics stationed at ringside or cageside;

(3) An ambulance onsite for the duration of the event; and

(4) A dtretcher, oxygen, neck brace, backboard, and proper resuscitation
equipment onsite for the duration of the event.

317.098. The following medical tests are required for all mixed martial arts
competitors:

(1) An annual physical. All competitors shall submit proof of a completion of a
physical examination by a licensed physician who shall conduct such examinations and
tests as necessary to attest to the fithess of the competitor;

(2) An annual HIV-1test to verify the competitor isHIV negative;

(3) An annual hepatitis B test to verify the competitor is hepatitis B negative;

(4) An annual hepatitis C test to verify the competitor ishepatitis C negative; and

(5) For femalecompetitors, apregnancy test taken within fivedaysof thescheduled
event date.

317.101. 1. All officials shall be trained or certified by a Missouri-approved
sanctioning body or the Amateur Boxing Commissions.

2. Thefollowing officials shall be assigned to an event:

(1) Referee, the qualifications and number of bouts to be approved by the
sanctioning body;

(2) Judge, thequalificationsand number of boutstobeapproved by thesanctioning
body;

(3) Timekeepers, and
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(4) Ringpersonnel for set up and cleaning of the competitive ar ea between rounds
if necessary.

317.104. A minimum of two representatives from the amateur sanctioning body
shall be present at each event. The sanctioning body representative shall designate,
supervise, and approve gloving of each competitor.

317.107. Thesanctioning body shall establish the safety requirementsand physical
appearance for all competitors.

317.110. 1. Thefollowing shall apply for weight classes and allowancesfor mixed
martial arts:

(1) Not morethan ten pound differencesin weight classes; and

(2) All fightersshall berequired tofight within their designated weight class. The
following allowances within the weight class shall apply:

(@ Within weight class one hundred thirty-five pounds or less, a maximum
variance of three pounds;

(b) Within weight class one hundred thirty-six to one hundred seventy pounds, a
maximum variance of five pounds; and

(c) Within weight class one hundred seventy-one pounds to two hundred five
pounds, a maximum variance of seven pounds.

2. (1) No competitor weighing one hundred seventy poundsor lessshall losemore
than five poundsin a two-hour period.

(2) No competitor weighing morethan onehundred seventy poundsshall losemore
than seven poundsin a two-hour period.

317.113. 1. All competitors status shall be verified by the official recordkeeper
designated by the Association of Boxing Commissions or other recordkeeper designated
by the office prior to competing.

2. All competitor'srecordsshall be comparablefor even matchmaking.

3. No competitor shall compete in morethan one bout within afive-day period.

317.116. Suspensions and mandatory rest periods shall be administered at the
direction of the attending physician or by the sanctioning body for a violation of rules
which designates a required suspension or rest period.

317.119. 1. All refereesshall wear disposablerubber, plastic, or latex glovesduring
a bout.

2. During a bout, competitor s shall only be per mitted to drink water.
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