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AN ACT

To amend chapter 578, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the crime of

absconding without paying rent, with a penalty provision.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A.  Chapter 578, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be

known as section 578.148, to read as follows:2

578.148.  1.  Whoever having obtained the tenancy of residential property he or she
is entitled to occupy, intentionally absconds without paying all current and past rent due2

is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.3

2.  A person has a defense to prosecution under subsection 1 of this section if he or4

she has provided the landlord with a security deposit that equals or exceeds the amount5

that the person owes the landlord regarding rent and damage to property.6

3.  A person has a defense to prosecution under subsection 1 of this section if, within7

five days after the day he or she vacates the rental premises, he or she pays all current and8

past rent due or provides to the landlord, in writing, a complete and accurate forwarding9

address.10

4.  When the existence of a defense under subsection 2 or 3 of this section has been11

placed in issue by the trial evidence, the state shall prove beyond a reasonable doubt that12

the facts constituting the defense do not exist in order to sustain a finding of guilt under13

subsection 1 of this section.14
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5.  Subsection 1 of this section shall not apply to any tenant against whom a civil15

judgment has been entered for punitive damages because the tenant left the premises with16

unpaid rent.17
T


