
HCS HB 29 -- VOLUNTEER HEALTH SERVICES ACT

SPONSOR:  Sater

COMMITTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Committee on Health
Care Policy by a vote of 12 to 0.

This substitute establishes the Volunteer Health Services Act
which allows a licensed health care provider to render volunteer
professional health care services for a sponsoring organization. 
Any person with a suspended or revoked license or who renders
services outside the scope of his or her license is not eligible
to provide services under the act.  Before a health care
professional can provide volunteer services, the sponsoring
organization must register with the Department of Health and
Senior Services and pay a $50 fee.  A sponsoring organization
must file a quarterly voluntary services report with the
department, keep its records of health care provider volunteers
up to date, and maintain the records for five years following the
service rendered by the health care provider volunteer. 
 
An insurer providing professional liability coverage to a health
care provider on or after August 28, 2011, cannot exclude
coverage to a health care provider who volunteers his or her
health care services if the sponsoring organization and the
health care provider comply with the provisions of the
substitute.

Any health care provider volunteering his or her services will
not be liable for any civil damages for any act or omission
resulting from his or her service unless there was gross
negligence or willful misconduct.  A volunteer cannot receive any
form of direct or indirect compensation, benefits, or
considerations for his or her health care services and must
perform acts within the scope of his or her professional license
and in compliance with all applicable health care regulations.

Any volunteer crisis response team member who participates in a
crisis intervention cannot be liable in tort for any personal
injuries or emotional distress of any participant to the
intervention that is caused by the act or omission of the team
member during an intervention with certain specified exceptions.

FISCAL NOTE:  Estimated Net Income on General Revenue Fund of
Unknown in FY 2012, FY 2013, and FY 2014.  Estimated Net Income
on Other State Funds of $5,000 in FY 2012, $0 in FY 2013, and $0
in FY 2014.

PROPONENTS:  Supporters of the bill say that physicians often do
not provide volunteer services because of the fear of litigation



and the bill will allow a health care worker to provide volunteer
services without this fear.  Safeguards for sponsoring
organizations are needed to protect volunteering physicians from
paying outrageous malpractice insurance premiums.  If a situation
occurs that falls outside the scope of the bill, the health care
volunteer would be liable and not the sponsoring organization. 
The fees assessed will cover the costs of administrating the
provisions of the bill.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Sater; American Red
Cross Mid-Missouri Chapter; Missouri Association of Osteopathic
Physicians and Surgeons; Missouri Academy of Family Physicians;
and Missouri Podiatric Medical Association.

OPPONENTS:  There was no opposition voiced to the committee.


