 MO House Begins 2014 Legislative Session

Intro:
Members of the Missouri House of Representatives returned to Jefferson City to begin the second regular session of the ninety-seventh General Assembly.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the priorities of lawmakers in two thousand fourteen.
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With the sound of the gavel, lawmakers began the two thousand fourteen legislative session.

In front of one hundred eight Republicans, fifty-two Democrats and others the Speaker of the Missouri House delivered his game plan for the upcoming year.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“Our agenda this year will focus on four main policy areas… growth and opportunity for all, guaranteeing access to a great education, generating affordable and abundant energy and guarding and protecting Missouri values.”

The Speaker calls his plan the four G agenda.

One item missing from the Speaker’s agenda is Medicaid expansion, the number one priority for House Democrats.

Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“So tell me know why after we have been working on this the entire interim that all of a sudden it is just not going to be brought up… I mean why did we waste all of the tax payers dollars having these interim committees if they weren’t going to do anything?”

Following a December special session which failed to land Boeing’s new 777X manufacturing plant, the Speaker urged a broad based approach to economic development.

“Missourians need and want lower taxes, Missourians also want us to engage in significant reforms of our tax credit system, end our Governor’s practice of picking winners and losers via a centralized planning authority.


Missourians want tax breaks for all not just the chosen few.”

“The Speaker said we need new, fresh ideas… none of those ideas were new, they were the same ones over and over again.


All of the crazy stuff that was brought to the floor last year Sharia law, drones all that stuff has been filed again it is nothing new, there is no new ways to create jobs in this state.”


Lawmakers now turn their attention to January twenty-first at seven pm when Governor Nixon will deliver his annual State of the State address and present his legislative agenda for two thousand fourteen…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
