MO Leaders Discuss Transportation Needs

Intro:	Following an August failure at the ballot box, Missouri lawmakers are left asking what to do about the state’s transportation infrastructure. Jonathan Lorenz sits down of with leaders from both sides of the aisle to discuss funding for the state’s roads and bridges.
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	As lawmakers return to Jefferson City for the ninety-eighth General Assembly one of the many issues on their agenda will be the state’s aging infrastructure.
	Last year, lawmakers placed a three quarters of a cent sales tax increase on the August ballot.
	 Voters defeated the measure by more than one hundred eighty thousand votes.
	Before moving forward, legislative leaders hope to gain a clearer picture of the Department of Transportation’s bottom line.
	
	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“And I think there needs to be an up and down review of our transportation dollars and how they are allocated.”

	The failed tax increase would have provided more than four hundred eighty million dollars annually.
	Despite the Speaker’s wait and see approach, the House’s top Democrat recommends a more aggressive style.

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“If you look at the trucking companies… we constantly hear no from them, no to a higher gasoline tax, no to toll roads but it’s those trucking companies that are doing the vast majority of the damage to the state’s roads and bridges.”
	
	“If transportation is one of the top spending priorities than what do we spend money on that’s not as high of a priority and you fund transportation first and if you have to go back to the taxpayer for the lesser priority than that is what you do.”
	
	All eyes now turn to January twenty-first at seven pm for the Governor’s annual State of the State address.
	During his prime time speech, Governor Nixon will present his proposed budget for two thousand sixteen…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

