MO House Committee Approves House Bill 110

Intro:
A Missouri House committee put its stamp of approval on legislation calling for changes to the way the Governor deals with a statewide vacancy.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on how one lawmaker wants to return power to the people.
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The Missouri House committee on elections gave approval to a proposal changing the way the state’s top official deals with a vacancy in a statewide office.

According to House Bill one hundred ten, upon a vacancy in the office of U.S. Senator, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Auditor or State Treasurer the Governor must appoint an acting officer until a successor is elected during the next scheduled general election.


The bill’s sponsor claims his legislation is all about making sure the people have the power.


Super:
Rep. Jason Smith



(R) Salem


“I’m hoping that we can give power back to the people so that they can always have a choice who governs over them and a statewide office is a very, very important position and I hope that this is the year we can get it on the Governor’s desk and signed into law.”

The proposal also restricts the Governor’s appointed officer from running for the office when it comes available.


The bill’s lone committee opponent…claims the legislation is politically driven.

Super: Rep. Stacey Newman



(D) St. Louis


“This issue is arisen because of a potential vacancy in the Lieutenant Governor’s office now and that potential has been there for some time and I think if that wasn’t part of the discussion we wouldn’t be pushing this so fast.”

The House committee approved the proposal by an eleven to one vote, the bill must receive one more round of approval from the House Rules Committee before heading to the floor for debate…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 
