Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 1-17-14

Intro:
Members of the Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up the first full week of the 2014 legislative session.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the past week in the Missouri House.
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Lawmakers wrapped up the first full legislative week of two thousand fourteen by spending most of their time hearing legislative proposals.


The Missouri House Committee on Workplace Development and Workplace Safety discussed a proposal aiming to attract new jobs to Missouri.


Commonly referred to as right to work, House Bill ten ninety-nine creates the Freedom to Work Act.


The proposal makes it illegal for employees to pay union dues as terms of their employment.


Currently there are twenty-four right to work states with six of those states bordering Missouri.


Super:
Rep. Eric Burlison



(R) Springfield


“And the U.S. Department of Labor shows that between two thousand three and two thousand eight freedom to work states have created jobs two and half times faster than those states that do not have freedom to work laws.”

One group not buying the sponsor’s logic is organized labor.

Opponents argue the proposal has nothing to do with creating jobs.


Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“I haven’t heard of an actual big business that’s actually said they won’t come to Missouri unless it is right to work.


I think we have asked for numerous, numerous times well tell me what business has… has not come to Missouri because it’s right to work?


It is not right to work and I have yet to hear of one that hasn’t come here because we are not a right to work state.”

Following the committee hearing no further action was taken on the proposal.

((NATS))


The Missouri House Committee on International Trade discussed a proposal aiming to give the state a new tool in its economic development toolbox.

House Bill ten fifty-six establishes the Missouri Business Recruiters Act.

The legislation creates several recruiter positions at the Department of Economic Development whose job is to attract out of state business owners and companies to Missouri.

Following the hearing the committee did not take any further action on the legislation.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week, the Missouri House Committee on Children, Family and Persons with Disabilities debated legislation removing harmful language from state law.

House Bill ten sixty-four removes the phrases mentally retarded and mental retardation from state law and replaces them with intellectually disabled and intellectual disability.

Super:
Rep. Jeff Grisamore



(R) Lee’s Summit


“The basic undermine, underlying theme and intent of this bill is to show respect and honor for individuals with disabilities who are in that spectrum of what has been considered mentally retarded.”


Lawmakers passed a similar bill in two thousand eleven but hope this legislation will remove all references to mentally retarded and mental retardation from state law…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

