Week in Review 1-18-13

Intro:  Lawmakers have hit the ground running as they have just wrapped up the first full legislative week of two thousand thirteen.  Jonathan Lorenz brings us the sights and sounds of the past week from the state capitol.
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Jefferson City

((Nats))


Lawmakers started the week outdoors as Monday marked the inauguration of Governor Jay Nixon.

The day started with the annual parade as marching bands and others from across the state joined the other statewide office holders throughout the capitol city.


Nixon took his oath of office on the front steps of the capitol in front of family, friends and other well wishers.


And finally Nixon, the first lady and others danced the night away as they ended the day with the Inaugural Ball.
((Nats))


The House Committee on Elections gave its stamp of approval to a proposal changing the way the state’s top official deals with a vacancy in a statewide office.

According to House Bill one hundred ten, upon a vacancy in the office of U.S. Senator, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Auditor or State Treasurer the Governor must appoint an acting officer until a successor is elected during the next scheduled general election.


The bill’s sponsor claims his legislation is all about making sure the people have the power.


Super:
Rep. Jason Smith



(R) Salem


“I’m hoping that we can give power back to the people so that they can always have a choice who governs over them and a statewide office is a very, very important position and I hope that this is the year we can get it on the Governor’s desk and signed into law.”

The House committee approved the bill with an eleven to one vote; the legislation now heads to the House floor for consideration.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week…lawmakers gave approval to their own set of rules determining how the body will operate during the ninety-seventh General Assembly.

One of the major rule changes requires all amendments, even amendments to amendments to be submitted and distributed before a bill is debated.

Super:
Rep. John Diehl



(R) Town and Country


“I think its good government and it’s a good level of transparency which our tax payers and which our constituents expect us to do, we don’t want to do legislation in the middle of the night that hasn’t been distributed that no one has had the opportunity to read or see.”

However those on the other side of the aisle don’t agree with the floor leader’s logic, they claim the rule change takes responsibility away from lawmakers.


Super:
Rep. Jeremy LaFaver



(D) Kansas City


“If we have a realization, if we come to some sort of understanding we say you know what that’s actually a pretty good point I’d like to make a change here lets go ahead and do that but we won’t be able to do that any more… what we’re going to say is well why don’t we take those concerns and we will let the Senate do it and why don’t we just let the Senate right all the laws and there is no need for the House anymore.”

Under the new House rules, smoking in member offices will be determined by each caucus.


There was a push to make the entire House smoke free, but lawmakers ultimately decided to make each caucus responsible for its own smoking policy.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“These are different dynamics up here, people cannot get outside many times for hours on end and so we leave it to the individual representative how they want to represent their district however I think we are going to still be working on a caucus policy that will further restrict smoking in offices because we do want to be conscious of other people’s concerns and health issues as well.” 

Lawmakers approved the new set of rules with more than one hundred five yes votes…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
