MO House Approves HB 110

Intro:
The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on legislation changing the way the state’s top official deals with a vacancy in statewide office.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope to return power to the people through the legislation.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal changing the way the Governor deals with a vacancy in statewide office.

House Bill one hundred ten requires any vacancy in the office of U.S. Senator, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Auditor or State Treasurer to be filled by an acting officer appointed by the Governor until a successor is elected during the next scheduled general election.


The bill’s sponsor claims his proposal makes sure the voters have the power, not one specific person.
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(R) Salem


“If there is a vacancy in the office of any statewide office, I think the people should have the first and last opportunity to choose who governs them.”

Two thousand thirteen marks the fifth year Smith has worked on the proposal.


The proposal also restricts the governor’s appointed officer from running for the office when it comes available.

One vocal opponent claims the stipulations the legislation places on the Governor’s acting officer are unfair.
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“If you really think about it women who are appointed to a statewide office, minorities appointed to a statewide office would be prevented from running in the following election and as you know are numbers in the legislature in the state are poor.” 

“Absolutely not, I think that is a ridiculous accusation…this only helps all Missourians to have equal playing opportunity in filling the offices.”

Lawmakers approved the bill by a one hundred fifteen to forty-five vote…the proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.  
