Week in Review 1-25-13

Intro:
Statewide vacancies, benevolent tax credits and more grabbed headlines during the past week in the Missouri House.  Jonathan Lorenz brings us the sights and sounds of the past week in the Missouri House as he reports from the State Capitol.
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Jefferson City

((Nats))


Lawmakers tackled a variety of issues over the past week in the Missouri House.

The House Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities discussed a proposal providing several family friendly tax credits.


The proposal includes tax credits for food panties, pregnancy resource centers and more.


The sponsor of the legislation claims his bill is all about getting people involved.


Super:
Rep. Eric Burlison



(R) Springfield


“We are engaging individuals and people in the community to not only give of their money but to give of their heart and they see what happens in these programs and they are able to get involved and give of their time.”

During the hearing, several lawmakers raised concerns however regarding the makeup of the groups benefitting from the proposal.


Super:
Rep. Jill Schupp



(D) Creve Coeur


“My concern is just about one provision and that’s the pregnancy resource centers, I think we heard testimony here today that we are not sure that all of those centers are providing accurate, medical information and that certainly there aren’t necessarily medical people on staff.”


Following the hearing no further action was taken on the bill.
((Nats))


The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal changing the way the state’s top official deals with a vacancy in a statewide office.


House Bill one hundred ten requires any vacancy in the office of U.S. senator, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State auditor or State Treasurer to be filled by an acting officer appointed by the Governor until a successor is elected during the next scheduled general election.


Lawmakers approved the bill with more than one hundred ten yes votes, the proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration.

((Nats))


Speaker Tim Jones met with members of the press to discuss his support behind a proposed bonding measure.


The bonds would be used to finance capitol improvement projects around the state.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones


(R) Eureka


“Money is a commodity and right now money is at historically low interest rates, we have historically low constructions costs and you know more important is we have a desperate need to improve aging infrastructure…projects that have been discussed year in and year out but remain on the books.”

During the press conference, the Speaker announced Representative Chris Kelly of Columbia would be leading a special committee intended to work on the bonding proposal.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week... Missouri Supreme Court Chief Justice Richard Teitelman delivered the annual State of the Judiciary address to lawmakers.


In his address, Justice Teitelman thanked lawmakers for their continued support behind the state’s drug court program…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
