MO House 2014 Session Preview

Intro:
Wednesday, January eighth marks the start of the second regular session of the ninety-seventh General Assembly.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on what to expect from the Missouri House of Representatives during the two thousand fourteen legislative session.
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Members of the Missouri House of Representative start the second half of the ninety-seventh General Assembly facing a different dynamic then a year ago.

Before the start of the two thousand thirteen legislative session the Republican party held a veto proof majority in the Missouri House.

At the moment Republicans only hold a one hundred eight to fifty-two majority, one vote short of a veto proof majority.


Despite the numbers, the Speaker of the Missouri House is planning an aggressive, broad based agenda for two thousand fourteen.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“Growth and opportunities is the first leg of the platform, secondly guaranteeing access to a great education, third guarding and protecting Missouri values and fourth generating abundant and affordable energy.”


The Speaker calls his plan for the upcoming legislative session his four G agenda.


One item not on his agenda is Medicaid expansion, which is the number one priority for House Democrats.

Super:
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(D) St. Louis


“That’s still our number one priority, I think it is too important of an issue to let go we have worked towards that goal all summer.


If you look at all the work that’s gone on over the interim with the Medicaid committees it seems like all the overwhelmingly testimony given across the state has been for the expansion of Medicaid.”

“I think before you can blindly expand a broken system, you have to reform it first.


Republicans stand for providing good, affordable healthcare to those who truly need it, I don’t think the current system we have is living up to that promise so we need to make that promise good before we move into spending more money on that system.”

Following a special session dedicated to bringing new jobs to Missouri, the Speaker claims continuing to create a pro-business climate is part of his two thousand fourteen agenda.

“Businesses want to know that if they are going to come to your state are they going to get hammered by an inconsistent tax policy that fluctuates every year were taxes are raised and lowered or moved up and down or is it a low, consistent reasonable burden of taxation.”

“Missouri is a very business friendly state, I don’t think that strictly lowering taxes for businesses in this state is what’s going to drive growth in this state.”
Lawmakers return to the capitol city on January eighth at noon for the start of the second regular session of the ninety-seventh General Assembly…reporting from the state capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
