Ethics Legislation

Intro:
With the start of the two thousand thirteen legislative session right around the corner, several lawmakers are calling for changes to the way politicians conduct their business.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on how lawmakers hope to restore the public’s trust.
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Since Election Day ethics reform has been a widely discussed issue in the Missouri House.

Several returning members have called for changes to a wide array of issues affecting the way politicians conduct their business.


Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are calling for changes to the way non-profit political groups operate.

During the past election cycle, several political groups set up non-profit organizations in order to funnel thousands of campaign dollars to different candidates and causes while hiding the identities of its financial backers. 

Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“We need to see where all of the money comes from, we need to make sure that contributions are recorded and everyone can see who their donors are and who they are supporting and who they are backing.”

Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“If you’re going to have a very transparent system than it needs to be such, it needs to be transparent across the board.”
Since the repeal of campaign contribution limits in two thousand eight, reinstating those limits has been a goal of House Democrats.  

While several members of the minority are calling for the reinstatement of the limits, the Speaker claims it isn’t something he or his party can support.


“I think the House has spoken in a pretty loud voice on that issue in the past and I’m not really willing to revisit that that is one of those non-starters that does help hamper that entire piece of legislation.”

While both sides of the aisle seem to support some kind of ethics reform package the Speaker cautions any optimism surrounding the issue.

“I hope that no one lets the perfect be the enemy of the good in this situation, this tends to be a very polarizing topic and if we allow ourselves to become polarized, we will look towards passing nothing versus I think passing a very strong new bill that will focus on transparency and accountability.” 

Lawmakers will return to Jefferson City on January ninth for the start of the ninety-seventh General Assembly…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
