2013 Session Preview

Intro:
On January 9th, newly elected and returning lawmakers will travel to Jefferson City for the start of the ninety-seventh General Assembly.  Jonathan Lorenz sits down with leaders from both sides of the aisle to preview the two thousand thirteen legislative session.
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The start of the first regular session of the ninety-seventh General Assembly marks the beginning of a historic Republican advantage in the Missouri House.


House Republicans now carry a one hundred nine to fifty-three advantage over the minority party.


The advantage marks the largest republican caucus in state house history.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“It is a signal to the other branches of state government that a super majority of Missourians supports the House and our agenda and I hope that helps Governor Nixon want to visit with us more and negotiate with us more.” 

As a result of its Election Day triumph, the Republican caucus holds a veto proof majority.

The Republican Party now holds a veto proof majority in both the House and the Senate.


House Democrats start the two thousand thirteen legislative session with only fifty-three members but believe they still have a job to do.

Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“I think that it is the minority’s job to hold the majority’s feet to the fire, they’ve made a lot of promises to the state.”

Following Election Day, Speaker Jones went on a state wide tour, meeting and talking with Missourians to help prepare for the upcoming session.


As a result, the Speaker plans to focus on three key areas during the upcoming legislative session.

“Economic development for job creation, a strong energy policy to help Missouri become more energy independent and education funding and reform… education is a perennial topic around here and now more than ever there is some momentum behind doing some big, bold measures in the education agenda.”

According to the House’s top Democrat, the majority and minority parties have several of the same goals for the upcoming session.

“You know we aren’t all that different and if we can get people back to work, if we can start educating our children I think that’s some measure of success.”

The first regular session of the ninety-seventh General Assembly begins January ninth at noon and will conclude May seventeenth at six pm…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
