MO House Begins 98th General Assembly

Intro:	Lawmakers returned to Jefferson City for the start of the 98th General Assembly.  Jonathan Lorenz reports the sights and sounds of opening day in the Missouri House of Representatives.
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((NATS))

	With the sound of the gavel, newly elected and returning lawmakers started the ninety-eighth General Assembly.
	After taking the oath of office…

((NATS))

	Lawmakers unanimously elected Representative John Diehl to serve as Speaker for the ninety-eighth General Assembly.
	They also re-elected Rep. Denny Hoskins to serve as Speaker Pro Tem.
	Priority number one for the new Speaker is to protect the state’s bottom line.

	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“This session we will continue our commitment to creating a fiscally responsible balanced budget which makes the best use of tax payer dollars while cutting the size of government at every opportunity.”

	Republicans return to the State Capitol with a one hundred seventeen to forty-five majority over their Democrat colleagues.
	
	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“We’re happy to work with whatever group is going to help us move our legislation forward and I will be the first one to say that we are very willing to work with Speaker Diehl, I know that there is going to be economic development issues that we are all going to be able to work together… we all want to create jobs, we don’t always have the same ideas on how to do it.”

	The issues and events surrounding the death of a black teenager in Ferguson, Missouri grabbed headlines as leaders from both sides of the aisle made it a priority.

	“Sweeping changes need to be made to begin to right some of the institutionalized injustice that has led to a system that hurts those at the bottom of the economic spectrum, each day its makes it harder and harder to dig yourself out of a hole.”
	
	“We have to be very, very careful when we talk about these issues that we separate failed government policies from those men and women who serve the public by defending our lives and property.”

	Lawmakers ended the first day of the two thousand fifteen legislative session by dancing the night away during the annual legislative ball… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.   
	
	
