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Intro:	With the two thousand fifteen legislative session officially in the rear view mirror, lawmakers now turn their attention to two thousand sixteen. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol as leaders from both parties in the Missouri House discuss their initial agendas for the upcoming legislative session.
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	As lawmakers cast their final votes during the two thousand fifteen veto session, their attention started to turn towards two thousand sixteen.
	For the Speaker of the Missouri House, his priority going into the two thousand sixteen legislative session will be ethics reform.
	

	Super:	Speaker Todd Richardson
		(R) Poplar Bluff

	“I think our approach to ethics is going to be a little different then we’ve had every other year that I have been here and that is to not allow one omnibus ethics bill to get bogged down by a single provision that someone doesn’t like so it will be our intention in the house to pass those bills as single subject matters and send them to the senate.”

	The House’s top democrat shares the Speaker’s enthusiasm for ethics reform and is willing to work across the aisle.

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“We’re happy to start taking whatever chunks that we’re allowed to do but we’re still not going to stop fighting for meaningful ethics reform and there is no meaningful ethics reform without campaign contribution limits.”

	While ethics reform is a priority for both sides of the aisle, the Speaker hopes to take action on several bills that didn’t make it to the finish line in two thousand fifteen due to the Senate’s shutdown during the last week of the two thousand fifteen legislative session.

	“We clearly had a number of bills that are members worked very hard, that our committees worked very hard that weren’t able to get finished last session because of circumstances in the Senate so I anticipate we will return to many of those early on in session.”	
	
	Lawmakers return to the State Capitol on January sixth at noon for the start of the two thousand sixteen legislative session… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

