MO House Committee Discusses Voter ID
Intro:
A Missouri House committee debates a proposal requiring a photo ID at the polling place.  Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the proposal and the emotions behind the hot button issue.
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The Missouri House Committee on Elections discussed a proposal requiring a photo ID in order to vote.


House Bill forty-eight states any voter must present a valid, photo ID at the polling place in order to prove their identity before they vote.


Supporters claim the proposal protects one of Missourians most basic rights.


Super:
Rep. Stanley Cox



(R) Sedalia


“We’re not proposing to change the way elections work, we’re trying to… you are trying to layer upon some reasonable requirement of voter identification which has some exceptions that meet the needs of ordinary people.” 

Under the proposal, individuals who do not have a photo ID will be able to receive one for no cost.

However opponents claim the legislation shuts the door on a larger number of legal, Missouri voters who don’t have a photo ID.


Super:
Rep. Stacey Newman



(D) St. Louis


“Approximately two hundred fifty thousand current, long time voters eligible legal voters would not be able to vote if this bill and the constitutional amendment are inacted.”

In addition, the proposal also includes a constitutional amendment requiring Missouri voters to approve the election day change.


Super:
Rep. Tony Dugger



(R) Hartville


“If the constitutional amendment is not passed by the voters of this state than this bill will not go into effect, so we’re actually giving the voters of this state the opportunity to vote on whether or not they want photo ID.”


Following the hearing no further action was taken on the proposal…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
