MO House of Representatives Week in Review 2-14-14
Intro:
Members of the Missouri House of Representatives conducted a majority of their work on the House floor during the past week.  Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the past week in the Missouri House from the State Capitol.
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Lawmakers conducted a majority of their business on the House floor as legislation begins the long process of moving through the General Assembly.

The week started in the House Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability as members of the committee met with the Department of Corrections to discuss the department’s execution protocol.


Recently the department has come under fire over its execution methods.

Lawmakers heard testimony from the department’s director but did not take any further action following the hearing.

((NATS))


The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to protect the conscience rights of medical workers.


House Bill fourteen thirty protects medical professionals who refuse to participate in any medical procedure which violates their religious or moral principles.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“It allows workers the opportunity to continue working hard and diligently in the healthcare field without having to check their religious freedoms, liberties and conscience beliefs at the door.”

The proposal does include language requiring medical professionals to provide life saving treatment during an emergency situation regardless if it violates their principles.

However members of the minority claim the legislation plays politics with a person’s healthcare.


Super:
Rep. Judy Morgan



(D) Kansas City


“Politics have no place in a women’s decision about contraception, sterilization or fertility treatments.


In addition as so often happens these things will disproportionately impact poor and rural patients.” 


Lawmakers passed the proposal with more than one hundred ten yes votes; it now heads to the Senate for consideration.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week, the Missouri House sent legislation to the Missouri Senate establishing the Drug Monitoring Program Act.

House Bill eleven thirty-three requires the Department of Health and Senior Services to create a program to monitor the prescribing and dispensing of certain drugs in the state.


Currently, Missouri is the only state in the nation without some sort of drug monitoring program.


Super:
Rep. Kevin Engler



(R) Farmington


“We are not penalizing the people that are using the drugs for the right purpose that way, we are only penalizing people that have had multiple scripts that month and they can tell it instantly, that’s who we are going after.”

Lawmakers passed the proposal by a one hundred twelve to thirty-two vote and sent it to the Missouri Senate for further consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

