2013 Budget Update

Intro:
With the two thousand twelve legislative session in full swing, lawmakers have begun working on the state’s two thousand thirteen state operating budget.  Jonathan Lorenz met up with lawmakers from both sides of the aisle to discuss the progress being made on the state’s budget.
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((Nats))


Members of the Missouri House have begun the process of breaking down Governor Nixon’s budget proposal.

Nixon’s budget predicts a slight increase in general revenue collections.

((Nats//Governor))


As lawmakers dig through the budget details, they are confronted with a five hundred million dollar hurdle.

Unlike previous budget cycles, lawmakers will not be able to use Federal Budget Stabilization Funds to fill the holes in the state’s budget.

Facing this hurdle means budget cuts and the Governor’s budget cuts higher education by more than eighty-five million dollars.


The House Budget chair claims a cut to higher education is a cut to Missouri’s economy.

Super:
Rep. Ryan Silvey



(R) Kansas City


“The legislature realizes that an important part of the economic engine is making sure you have an educated workforce and continuing to eviscerate those budgets, I don’t think helps us out of this recession.”

One lawmaker claims there is a way to avoid the budget cuts but according to House leadership a tax increase is off the table.


Super:
Rep. Chris Kelly



(D) Columbia


“The legislature does not have the willingness to face up to the problems for instance and raise internet sales tax or deal with the cigarette tax so therefore we are just going to have to continue to cut education more and more.”
Part of Nixon’s proposed budget is based on the passage of certain pieces of legislation.


The budget plans on receiving increased revenue from raising the admission fees associated with casinos and a tax amnesty plan.


“The tax amnesty bill last year, we past it out of the House and we included it in our budget but we passed it first…for him to assume that we are just going to pass whatever legislation he puts in his proposal is a bit irresponsible.”


Currently, House appropriation committees are digging through the governor’s proposal and creating their version of the state’s two thousand thirteen operating budget.


The budget chairman hopes to have the budget on the House floor by the legislative spring break…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

