Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 2-22-13
Intro:
The Missouri House wrapped up a busy week despite winter weather crippling the capitol city.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on the past week in the Missouri House.
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Jefferson City

((Nats))


The Missouri House wrapped up another busy week despite winter weather forcing the state capitol to shut down on Thursday.

((Nats))


The House Minority Leader announced his filing of legislation expanding the state’s Medicaid rolls by more than one hundred thirty percent of the federal poverty level.

The House’s top Democrat states the expansion will draw down more than eight billion dollars in federal funding for the program and create more than twenty four thousand new jobs for the state.

If the state doesn’t act, he claims the consequences will be severe.


Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“If we do not pass this expansion, if we do not work to create these jobs we not only will fail to create twenty-four thousand jobs we will lose up to five thousand jobs in the state, it is not just expansion it is job retention.”

However the Speaker doesn’t agree with the minority leader’s logic, he claims the expansion does not provide true, economic growth.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“That expansion and increase in jobs and money is simply to oversee and administrate an expanded entitlement, it is not true hard bricks and mortar economic growth.”

Despite his feelings on the issue, the Speaker claims he is leaning towards referring the bill to a committee in order for the issue to receive an up or down vote.

((Nats))


The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal to provide the state with more than seventy- five million dollars for the upcoming fiscal year.


The legislation creates a tax amnesty period were Missouri citizens could pay their unpaid tax debt and not be penalized with late fees.


The sponsor of the proposal claims it could have a huge impact on the state’s bottom line.


Super:
Rep. Tom Flanigan



(R) Carthage


“It’s a one time hit to general revenue; it kind of bolsters it up a little bit.


The economy really hasn’t turned a corner yet here in Missouri so if you have an opportunity to actually bring in some added revenue it can bolster some programs that might normally, might in a year like we are having now might not receive the funding they deserve.”

Lawmakers approved the tax amnesty proposal with more than one hundred fifty yes votes; it now heads to the Senate for consideration.
((NATS))


Rounding out the week… U.S. Senator Roy Blunt met with lawmakers during his annual address to the Missouri House.


During his address, Blunt emphasized the importance of defining the roles of lawmakers at the federal and state levels…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

