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Intro:
The Missouri House approved a resolution voicing its displeasure with President Obama’s latest mandate in the federal healthcare plan.  The resolution comes on the heels of the President’s recent announcement requiring certain religious organizations to provide birth controls as part of its employee health care benefits.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on this hot button issue.
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The Missouri House approved a resolution voicing its displeasure with the latest mandate in the federal healthcare plan.

Under the latest mandate, religious organizations are required to provide birth control in its health care plans.

Supporters of the resolution claim the federal government has no business interfering with religious organizations.
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Rep. John McCaherty


(R) Murphy

“We have the right to exercise our faith in our belief and if that’s still true in this nation then we can’t go in behind those walls and in those churches and in those organizations where people care for our needy and they feed our needy and they take care of our hospitals and things like that and start forcing them to go against their beliefs and the priorities of their life.”

The hot button issue brought out emotion from both sides of the aisle.


Opponents to the resolution claim taking contraceptives is a private matter and an employer should not be involved in the decision.
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“This is a very private decision; women should not be denied access to preventative care just because they work for a religious employer or because their employer disagrees with the use of birth control.”

Lawmakers approved the resolution with more than one hundred ten votes.

Following its approval, a copy of the resolution will be sent to each member of Missouri’s congressional delegation as well as the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius(seh-BEEL-ee-us)…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
