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Lawmakers wrapped up another busy week in the Missouri House as several issues moved through the political process.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol as lawmakers tackled charter schools, employment reform and more.
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((Nats))


Lawmakers wrapped up another busy week as proposals continue to move through the legislative process.

((Nats))


The Missouri House gave approval to a proposal changing the Missouri Accountability Portal.

The Missouri Accountability Portal is a website designed to show Missouri citizens where there tax dollars are being spent.

The proposal adds public schools, county and municipal government information and information regarding the Governor’s travel to the website.


Lawmakers approved the bill without any opposition.

 ((Nats))

The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee discussed a proposal affecting Missouri’s charter schools.

House Bill four seventy-three allows a charter school to be operated in any school district in the state.


Currently, charter schools are only allowed to operate in St. Louis and Kansas City school districts.


The bill also includes several measures aiming to make Missouri’s charter schools more accountable.

Many are critical of charter schools because some claim they are lagging behind Missouri’s public schools.

The sponsor of the bill claims her proposal aims to fix that perception.


Super:
Rep. Tishaura Jones


(D) St. Louis


“There are too few charter schools that outperform their surrounding districts and far too many charter schools lag behind.

House bill four seventy-three seeks to even the playing field by increasing accountability from sponsors and from charter schools.”


Following the hearing, no further action was taken on the bill.
((Nats))


Congressman Sam Graves met with lawmakers to discuss the nation’s business climate.


Congressman Graves met with members of the House Small Business Committee as well as several small business leaders.


The discussion allowed lawmakers to get a better sense of how their legislation would affect Missouri’s place in the nation’s economy.
((Nats))


Lawmakers approved a proposal aiming to protect employers from frivolous lawsuits.


The legislation changes Missouri’s employment law to mirror federal regulations.

According to lawmakers, the goal of the proposal is to put Missouri on an even playing field when it comes to competing for jobs against neighboring states.


Super:
Rep. Kevin Elmer



(R) Nixa


“Balancing the rights of employers versus the employees and I just submit the bar is still very low, it makes it easier for the employees to bring discrimination claims…and I think that’s what we’re doing is we’re trying to meet the federal standard and make Missouri online with the rest of the states around us.”

The proposal is part of the majority’s big picture plan to bring more jobs to the state.


Opponents on the other side of the aisle argue the proposal doesn’t fix the real problem, discrimination in the work place.


Super:
Rep. Sylvester Taylor



(D) Black Jack


“If you want to talk about jobs, why is the company on the hook for something this knucklehead did, I don’t understand it.


Where do we draw the line?


This is not about jobs, it’s about human rights.” 

Lawmakers approved the bill with more than ninety yes votes.


The bill now moves to the Senate for debate…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

