MO House Committee Approves a Proposed Constitutional Amendment Targeting the Governor’s Ability to Withhold State Funds

Intro:
A Missouri House committee put its stamp of approval on a proposed constitutional amendment aiming to amend the state’s budget process.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to provide additional oversight to the way state tax dollars are spent.
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The Missouri House Committee on General Laws approved a proposed change to the state’s constitution targeting the way the Governor withholds funds from the state budget.

House Joint Resolution seventy-two proposes a change to the state’s constitution giving lawmakers the ability to overturn the Governor’s decision to withhold previously appropriated funds.

The proposal also prohibits the Governor from reducing any appropriation intended to pay down the state’s debt.


According to the resolution’s sponsor, the legislation stems from Governor Nixon’s record proposed budget for two thousand fifteen despite continuing to withhold more than one hundred thirty million dollars from the state’s current budget.
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“If the Governor has the ability by executive fiat to go in and withhold money from whatever line he wants and then parcel that money back out as he sees fit, the legislature’s lost its ability to best determine how the taxpayer’s money gets best spent.”

The proposed amendment gives the General Assembly the ability to overturn one of the Governor’s withholds by using the same process as overturning a Governor’s veto.

However not everyone agrees with the proposal, one opponent claims the Governor’s actions are part of the budget process.
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“You know and I have trust and faith in the Governor’s office that they are not taking these things lightly and there is a method to the madness and I think that you could say the same thing even if the Governor was from a member of the opposition party, I mean part and parcel it’s the way the game is played and we know that.”

Following the hearing the committee approved the proposal by a ten to two vote.


The legislation must be approved by the House Rules Committee before moving to the House floor for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
