Buck O’Neil Inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians

Intro:
Speaker Steven Tilley inducted Kansas City baseball legend Buck O’Neil into the Hall of Famous Missourians.  Lawmakers were joined by representatives from the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum and other baseball officials to welcome Buck into the state capitol’s hallowed hall.
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Speaker Steven Tilley was joined by baseball officials, lawmakers and others as he inducted Buck O’Neil… into the Hall of Famous Missourians.

Buck played more than ten seasons for the Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American baseball league, a career highlighted by several All- Star appearances and a Negro League World Series Championship.


Following his playing days, Buck managed the Kansas City Monarchs for eight years and later became the first African American coach in Major League baseball history.

Buck never made it to the baseball hall of fame despite a career lasting longer than seven decades.


In the eyes of one Kansas City great, Buck’s rightful place is in the Hall of Famous Missourians.
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Former Kansas City Royals Second Baseman


“Today I really believe Buck has finally made his hall of fame because to me the best recognition you can get is a recognition in your city, in your state and I think this is Buck’s hall of fame tonight being inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians.”

Many believe Buck’s hard work off the field helped ensure that the story of the Negro Leagues will always be a part of baseball history.

To those who knew him, Buck’s life was a lesson for all.
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(D) Kansas City


“We’re losing some of these generations now; these folks came through difficult trials and still came out on the other end whole.


They loved people, they would put other’s needs before their own…we need to begin to instill this kind of lesson in our young people.”


Buck joins the likes of Stan Musial and Walter Cronkite in the Hall of Famous Missourians…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
