MO House Approves 72 Hour Abortion Waiting Period
Intro:
Members of the Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposal intended to decrease the number of abortions in the state.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters aim to protect the life of the unborn while opponents argue the legislation takes away the rights of women.
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The Missouri House sent legislation to the Missouri Senate aiming to help women who decide to have an abortion.

House Bill thirteen-o-seven increases the waiting period before a woman can have an abortion.


Currently women must wait twenty-four hours before receiving the procedure, the proposal increases the minimum waiting period to seventy-two hours.
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Rep. Kevin Elmer



(R) Nixa

“And what we are doing with this bill is we are asking the mother to take a little more time during what is often times an emotional time to give some more consideration to the information they have received at the time they have undergone an examination.”

The proposal also requires the Department of Health and Senior Services to produce a video detailing the procedure which must be provided to the patient before the abortion.

Currently two other states have passed similar waiting period laws.
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“And I think the decisions about ending a pregnancy, choosing adoption or choosing to raise a child need to be left with the woman, her doctor, her family, her religious leader and it does not belong in the decision making of the members of the General Assembly.”

Following spirited discussion, lawmakers sent the legislation to the Missouri Senate by a one hundred fifteen to thirty-nine vote…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
