MO House Committee Discusses Limits on Traffic Fines

Intro:	A Missouri House of Representatives committee discussed a proposal aiming to limit the amount of money cities raise from traffic tickets. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope to reduce the powers of local governments through the legislation.
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	The Missouri House Committee on Civil and Criminal Proceedings discussed a proposal aiming to limit the powers of local governments.
	House Bill Three Thirty-Two limits the amount of revenue a city can generate through traffic tickets from thirty percent to ten percent.
	
	Super:	Rep. Jay Barnes
		(R) Jefferson City

	“There is nothing in this bill that prevents a city from enforcing a moving violation, what it does is it removes the incentive to enforce moving violations for the sole purpose of creating revenue to fund city government.”

	Currently any revenue generated above the thirty percent threshold is given to the Department of Revenue where it is then distributed to local schools.
	However not everyone supports the limits, one city official fears the bill punishes everyone because of the bad acts by a few small municipalities.

	Super:	Kevin McFadden
		Calverton Park Alderman

	“It is that taking of one broad brush, one solution covers all approach to every city by passing these bills that is just as unfair act as those by those other communities.” 

	Following the hearing the committee did not take any further action on the proposal… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	
