MO House Passes Human Trafficking Legislation
Intro:	Prior to the start of the legislative spring break, the Missouri House of Representatives approved legislation aiming to protect the state’s children. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to give law enforcement another tool in the fight against sexual trafficking.
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	Lawmakers put their stamp of approval on legislation aiming to protect children across the state.
	House Bill One Fifty-Two expands the crime of sexual trafficking by adding the advertisement of a child to the law.
	The sponsor of the legislation aims to give law enforcement the ability to target everyone involved in the trafficking of a child.
	 
	Super:	Rep. Elijah Haahr
		(R) Springfield

	“And currently the prosecutor’s office don’t have a way to go after them if they’re not the individuals that are directly responsible for the trafficking of these victims.  
What I am asking the House to do today is give local prosecutors the tools they need to go after these middle men directly.”

	Human trafficking generates more than nine billion dollars annually and affects more than three hundred thousand children every year.
	The Department of Justice lists St. Louis as one of the top twenty trafficking destinations in the country.

	Super:	Rep. Tracy McCreery
		(D) St. Louis

	“We have a seventy percent score right now in a national ranking and I think this bill will move us one step closer to being a top state that is united in fighting child sex trafficking.”

	Lawmakers passed the proposal without any opposition and sent it to the Missouri Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.	
