MO House Passes Student Freedom of Association Act
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives approved legislation aiming to protect the religious rights of student organizations on college campuses across the state. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the legislation brought out emotions from lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.
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	Lawmakers passed legislation aiming to protect the religious rights of student organizations in the state.
	House Bill One-o-Four creates the Student Freedom of Association Act.
	The legislation prohibits any college or university in the state from penalizing a religious organization for requiring its members to adhere to the organization’s religious beliefs.
	It also prevents colleges and universities from denying religious organizations rights granted to other student organizations.
	The sponsor of the proposal claims his bill is all about fairness.

	Super:	Rep. Elijah Haahr
		(R) Springfield

	“If you have a policy on your campus that requires everyone to join your organization it has to be applied across the board that is why you cannot specifically single out religious student groups differently than all other student organizations.”

	Eight other states have passed similar legislation.
	However opponents fear the bill could have unattended consequences, such as opening the door for terrorist groups such as ISIS.

	Super:	Rep. John Rizzo
		(D) Kansas City

	“Now this bill gives them an opportunity to set up a student group on campuses in Missouri… and protect them, .that is what it does it protects them.

	Super:	Rep. Todd Richardson
		(R) Poplar Bluff

	“The bill says they cannot discriminate against the organization because the organization is complying to their sincerely held religious belief or standard of conduct, nowhere does this bill say you are allowed to go out and advocate terrorism.”  

	Following two days of lengthy debate, lawmakers passed the proposal with more than one hundred fifteen yes votes.
	The legislation now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	
