MO  House Approves 2015 State Budget Proposal

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on its version of the state’s two thousand fifteen operating budget.  Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the House’s proposal as he reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on the thirteen appropriation bills making up the state’s operating budget.


The twenty-six point six billion dollar budget covers the state’s operating expenses for fiscal year two thousand fifteen.

The House’s budget calls for an increase of more than one hundred twenty million dollars to the state’s education foundation formula.
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“I think that’s extremely important to show that we were serious about trying to improve education across the state but especially with earmarking in the areas dedicated to the schools that are struggling.”

The House’s budget calls for an additional one hundred fifty-six million dollars for the foundation formula, but only if revue exceeds the House’s current projection.


However not everyone supports the tiered funding approach, some claim the stinginess of the majority could cost students across the state.
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“It means that money will not be available for this school year, you cannot budget for something you don’t know that you will receive…underestimating means that Missouri school districts will plan less and will achieve less.” 

Democrats attempted to include Medicaid expansion into the House’s budget but it failed along a party line vote.


The budget also calls for a one percent cut to the state’s workforce.


In addition, it provides a one percent pay raise to state employees and provides more than fifty-five million dollars worth of additional benefits.


“That money is for their healthcare system that money is there for their retirement system so we are basically fully funding those systems to a point where they don’t have to pay more out of their own pocket each year for healthcare and retirement.”

The thirteen budget bills now head to the Missouri Senate for consideration.


The state’s constitution requires all thirteen budget bills to be on the governor’s desk by May ninth at six pm…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
