MO House Approves Medical Malpractice Caps

Intro:
The Missouri House approved legislation aiming to protect medical professionals from excessive medical malpractice lawsuits.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope the proposal will have a big picture impact on the state.
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The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to protect doctors from excessive medical malpractice lawsuits.

House Bill one twelve aims to reverse a Missouri Supreme Court Decision from two thousand twelve where the court ruled medical malpractice caps were unconstitutional.


The sponsor of the bill claims his legislation could result in cheaper healthcare.
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“Without these limits Missouri’s healthcare industry is subject to erratic and excessive jury awards that will raise the cost of care, decrease access to care and create an unfair environment for patients and their families.” 

In two thousand five the Missouri General Assembly passed legislation capping non economic damages in medical malpractice cases to three hundred fifty thousand dollars, but last year the Missouri Supreme Court ruled the limits to be unconstitutional.


However not everyone agrees with reinstating the two thousand five law…some believe the legislation is a waste of time.
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“This is all smoke and mirrors, it is patiently unconstitutional what we are trying to do here and it will just be thrown out by the courts again.

Let’s not engage in another fool’s errand, let’s defeat this bill and move on to doing the good work of the people of Missouri…thank you Mr. Speaker.”


Despite repeated claims that the bill is unconstitutional, lawmakers approved the proposal with more than ninety yes votes.

The legislation now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

