MO House Approves Medical Conscious Rights Proposal
Intro:
A Missouri House committee approved a proposal aiming to protect the rights of medical professionals.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope to give medical workers the right to refuse to participate in a medical service on the basis of religious or moral principles.
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The Missouri House Committee on Health Care Policy put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to protect medical workers who refuse to participate in a medical service on the basis of religious or moral principles.


House Bill four fifty-seven states the medical professional can not be held liable for declining to participate in any medical procedure that violates their beliefs.


The sponsor of the proposal claims his legislation aims to protect medical workers.
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“This bill truly is for workers, it’s for employees and it provides them a shield not a sword…it provides them a shield to exercise their religious beliefs which are sacrosanct in both our Missouri and federal constitutions.”

The legislation does include language requiring health care workers to provide life saving treatment during an emergency situation even if the treatment violates their principles.


Several special interest groups testified against the proposal claiming the legislation could cause harm to rape victims.
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“If this bill were to go into effect and become law it would allow health care providers to deny that information and deny access to emergency contraception and we feel that that is what is actually unconscionable here.”

The committee approved the bill by a five to three vote and after receiving approval from the House Rules Committee it now heads to the House floor for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
