Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 3-7-14
Intro:
Economic development legislation, cancer treatments and more grabbed headlines during the past week in the Missouri House of Representatives.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol as he takes a look at the sights and sounds from the past week in Jefferson City.
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With one week remaining before the start of the legislative spring break, lawmakers spent a majority of their time on the House floor discussing legislation.

Lawmakers put their final stamp of approval on legislation intended to help cancer patients.

Senate Bill six sixty-eight makes it illegal for an insurance company to charge a higher out of pocket cost for oral chemotherapy treatment than it does for injected or IV treatments.


Since two thousand seven, twenty-eight states have passed similar legislation.


Super:
Rep. Sheila Solon



(R) Blue Springs


“We need to give them access to all medication whereas the IV or the oral and this just levels the playing field and gives parity to both treatments.” 

The Missouri House sent the legislation to the Governor’s desk with more than one hundred forty-five yes votes.


If the Governor signs the bill into law, the insurance requirement would take effect January first two thousand fifteen.

((NATS))


The Missouri House sent the Missouri Senate its comprehensive economic development package for two thousand fourteen.


House Bill fifteen-o-one contains several provisions intended to attract new jobs to Missouri.

The legislation also limits the tax credits available for low income housing and certified historic buildings.


Most lawmakers support the job creating efforts in the legislation but the tax credit caps have created heartburn for several lawmakers.

Super:
Rep. Michele Kratky



(D) St. Louis


“Historic and low income has been cut dramatically, while I do agree that there needs to be some cut over the past year  historic and law income has worked and has agreed to some small changes but in this bill I think it has been refused way too low.”

Last year a similar legislative proposal died in the Senate during the final day of the legislative session.


Super:
Rep. Anne Zerr



(R) St. Charles


“Now some people are worried that some of the caps might go down and the Senate will decimate the caps…I’ll tell you what, I can personally guarantee that if the caps on the tax credits come back decimated the deal is off.” 

The House passed the proposal with more than ninety-five yes votes and sent the legislation to the Senate for consideration.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week the Missouri House welcomed the University of Missouri football team to the State Capitol.


Head Coach Gary Pinkel and several members of the team met with lawmakers following their twelve and two season to talk all things black and gold…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
