General Assembly Approved Workers’ Comp Reform

Intro:
The Missouri House sent a proposal changing the state’s workers’ compensation laws to the Governor’s desk.  Supporters claim the time is now to update Missouri’s aging worker’s comp laws…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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Lawmakers sent a proposal making changes to the state’s workers’ compensation laws to the Governor’s desk for approval.

Under the proposal, occupational diseases and co-employee liability cases would be taken care of under the state’s workers’ compensation laws.

However, employees can still collect civil damages if they can prove their injury was caused by negligence.

The House handler of the Senate bill states the legislation fixes a problem with the state’s workers’ compensation laws.
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“The bill simply tries to put workers’ compensation back to the place that it has historically been in this state as the exclusive remedy for workplace injuries.”


The proposal aims to fix problems with the state’s worker’s comp laws due to legislation passed in two thousand five.

However opponents aren’t buying the fix, they claim the bill protects big businesses.
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“You voted for this because you thought it was the right thing to do for business because they can’t handle these lawsuits because even though they poisoned people’s lives, they’ve caused people to die…I care more about them than I care about you.”

Despite claims the bill protects big businesses…Richardson claims the bill helps both parties involved in the workers’ comp process.

“The meat of this bill includes provisions that help both the employee and the employer; nothing about this bill Mr. Speaker changes someone’s ability to be able to sue the manufacturer of asbestos or any other toxic substance for that matter.”

Lawmakers approved the bill with more than eighty-five yes votes and it now heads to Governor Nixon’s desk for approval…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
