MO House Approves Jail Liability Change

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives sent legislation to the Missouri Senate changing the level of proof required to sue a correctional officer for allowing an inmate to commit suicide.  Supporters claim the proposal protects correctional officers from frivolous lawsuits…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal raising the level of proof required to sue a correctional officer for allowing an inmate to commit suicide.


Under the proposal, anyone bringing a lawsuit against a correctional facility must prove the officers acted with gross negligence in allowing the inmate to commit suicide.


The sponsor of the legislation claims his bill is intended to protect Missouri’s hard working correctional officers.
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“This will not change the standard that people take care of those citizens that are in prison or correctional facilities, what this will do is make it harder to sue those people who are doing their job day in and day out.” 

Currently, parties only have to show correctional officers acted with negligence in order to get a judgment.

Opponents claim the proposal does not keep correctional officers accountable for their actions.
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“You want a negligence standard because if we go to gross negligence, we’re letting a lot of people off the hook that should be on the hook.


And again for every one of those quote unquote plaintiffs’s lawyer’s frivolous lawsuits out there we will give you an example of the exact opposite.


Lawmakers narrowly approved the tort reform legislation with only eighty-six yes votes.


The proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

