Week in Review 4-12-12
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The Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up another week as lawmakers turn their attention to the last weeks of the 2012 legislative session.  The Missouri House tackled several issues as Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the past week in the Missouri House of Representatives
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((Nats))


Lawmakers wrapped up the holiday shortened week by tackling several issues.

((Nats))


The Missouri House sent legislation to the Missouri Senate changing the level of proof required to sue a correctional officer for allowing an inmate to commit suicide.


Under the proposal, anyone bringing a lawsuit against a correctional facility must prove the officer acted with gross negligence in allowing the inmate to commit suicide.


Super:
Rep. Mike Kelley



(R) Lamar


“This will not change the standard that people take care of those citizens that are in prison or correctional facilities, what this will do is make it harder to sue those people who are doing their job day in and day out.” 

Lawmakers narrowly approved the tort reform legislation with only eighty-six yes votes.

((Nats))


Lawmakers approved legislation changing Missouri’s no call list.


House Bill fifteen forty-nine allows Missouri residents to add their cell phones to the state’s no call list.


The sponsor of the legislation claims his bill is all about protecting privacy.


Super:
Rep. Todd Richardson



(R) Poplar Bluff


“People ought to have and deserve some measure of privacy and some ability to be free from unwanted solicitations like that…and so I think that’s really what the original no call list was aimed at and that’s what this legislation is aimed at.”

The Missouri House approved the legislation without any opposition.

The proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week, the Missouri House adopted a resolution re-writing ballot language for a proposed constitutional amendment requiring Missouri voters to show a photo id at the ballot box.

A Cole County judge ruled the ballot summary language unconstitutional but did rule the General Assembly could re-write the summary.


The sponsor of the resolution states the proposal is all about giving voters the opportunity to decide for themselves.


Super:
Rep. Shane Schoeller



(R) Willard


“Let the voters decide, they’re the ones who we want to empower to be able to vote on whether or not they want to protect their voting identity with the simple use of a photo.”

However opponents don’t agree, they claim the resolution is a waste of time. 


Super:
Rep. Stacey Newman



(D) St. Louis


“What this resolution is trying to do is fix the fraudulent attempt to continue to suppress voters based on a fraudulent argument that there is voter fraud.”

Lawmakers approved the new ballot summary along a party line vote with more than one hundred yes votes.


The resolution now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
