MO House Sends Medical Malpractice Caps to the Governor
Intro:	Lawmakers put their final stamp of approval on legislation aiming to protect doctors from excessive lawsuits. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to protect medical providers while still giving patients the ability to be made whole.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives truly agreed and finally passed legislation aiming to protect doctors from excessive lawsuits.
	Senate Bill Two Thirty-Nine places caps on the non-economic damages available in a medical malpractice lawsuit.
	 The legislation caps damages available for a personal injury claim at four hundred thousand dollars.
In a claim involving a catastrophic personal injury such as death, it puts a seven hundred thousand dollar cap on the available claim.
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	“And so while this is not really addressing that competitive situation at least it’s better than the status quo which is that they have completely uncovered risk… right now they are open to all kinds of risk at this moment because there is no caps.”
	
	The legislation does not cap economic damages such as lost wages or medical bills available in a medical malpractice lawsuit.
Earlier in the legislative session lawmakers voiced their concern to a similar bill but both sides of the issue eventually came to a compromise.
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“When your bill left the House and it came back from the Senate and we had this compromise and so it’s the medical community and the trial attorneys came to this agreement.”

Lawmakers passed the proposal with one hundred twenty-five yes votes and sent it to the Governor for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 
