Mo House Takes a Stance Against the Federal Health Care Law

Intro:
The Missouri House approved legislation taking a stand against President Obama’s federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. While the health care is still in limbo, supporters claim they are standing up for state’s rights… Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on legislation making it illegal for any federal employee to enforce any part of the federal health care plan.

Under House Bill fifteen thirty-four, a federal employee would be guilty of a class A misdemeanor if they attempt to enforce any part of the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care act in Missouri.

Supports claim the health care act is irresponsible and has the potential to bankrupt the state.
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“It is up to us as state legislators who are responsible for the power of our purse, we have a constitutional duty to protect that because if they law goes into effect we as the purveyors of the purse are going to be required and forced to spend billions of dollars into an every expanding Medicaid system.”

However opponents don’t agree, they claim the proposal is not only unconstitutional but a disregard for one’s oath of office.
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“A state legislature does not have the power to repeal a federal law, to do so is to be intentionally obtuse about the existence of our constitution.


This is straight out nullification; it is effectively secession to pass it is to violate one’s oath of office.”

Lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred five yes votes and sent it to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
