MO House Approves Paycheck Protection Bill

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives sent legislation to the Missouri Senate aiming to change the way public employee union members pay their dues.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how some lawmakers hope to give public employees who participate in unions a greater say when it comes to their paychecks.
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The Missouri House narrowly approved a proposal intended to change the way public employee union members pay their dues.

House Bill sixteen seventeen requires public unions to receive written authorization from its members before automatically deducting union dues or fees from their paychecks.


Referred to as paycheck protection, the legislation requires the written authorization to occur once every twelve months.
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“It is just an annual, written authorization so if you do not want your money being spent... if you are against not with whatever it is that the union is supporting politically than you don’t have to have your money go to that.”

Like last year’s bill, the legislation does not affect first responders such as police officers or firefighters.


Opponents argue the proposal isn’t about protecting someone’s pay; it is intended to be a roadblock
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“Folks these are the ones who signed up in the first place, they signed up voluntarily.

The idea that we have to go out and get a signature every year after that it’s meant to be an obstacle, it’s not meant to be easy.”
Lawmakers narrowly approved the bill with only eighty-three yes votes and sent it to the Missouri Senate for consideration.
If the General Assembly approves the legislation, the proposal must go before the voters before becoming law…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
