MO House TAFP State’s 2014 Budget

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives put its final stamp of approval on the state’s two thousand fourteen operating budget.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the decisions made regarding the twenty-five billion dollar plan for the state in two thousand fourteen.
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The Missouri House put its final stamp of approval on all thirteen appropriation bills making up the state’s two thousand fourteen operating budget.

The twenty-five billion dollar budget includes the largest level of funding for elementary and secondary education in the history of the state, more than twenty-five million dollars worth of new funding for the state’s four year universities, an across the board five hundred dollar pay raise of every state employee and more.

In response to the current Department of Revenue scandal, lawmakers only funded the department’s budget for eight months.


If the department complies with the General Assembly’s request for more information regarding the current CCW scandal, lawmakers will restore the department’s budget.

Super:
Rep. Jill Schupp

(D) Creve Coeur


“We have to expect that the Governor is going to assume what we have told him to assume which is that we only have eight months worth of money in the budget, we have to be prepared to spend those eight months worth of dollars over the twelve month cycle of the budget.”


Super:
Rep. Jay Barnes


(R) Jefferson City


“If the Governor decides to do that it is his decision and his threat yesterday is disgusting, it’s dishonest and it’s deplorable… it’s an insult to the intelligence of all Missourians, that department is fully funded for long enough that we can come back next year and do a supplemental.”

Lawmakers balanced the two thousand fourteen budget by passing several pieces of legislation to free up revenue.


One those bills, Senate Bill three fifty, brought out strong emotions on both sides of the aisle during the budget debate.


The Senate bill eliminates a portion of a tax credit benefiting senior citizens who rent property.


The bill provides more than fifty-five million dollars worth of revenue which was re-allocated to help fund programs benefiting children with disabilities and low income Missourians.


Super:
Rep. John Diehl



(R) Town and Country


“The bottom line is we have the opportunity to limit the size of government, we have the opportunity to eliminate a program which shouldn’t be there and allocate the resources to programs which are more productive.”

The elimination of the tax credit was initially proposed by the Governor during his State of the State address as a way to help balance the budget.


However opponents don’t view it as an opportunity, they view it as an attack.


Super:
Rep. Jon Carpenter



(D) Kansas City


“So what we are doing is raising the taxes on low income senior renters to pay for other government programs, don’t think of this in any other way, it is a tax increase on low income senior renters…there is no other definition for it.”

Lawmakers approved the Senate bill with more than ninety yes votes and sent it to the Governor for his consideration.

All thirteen of the appropriation bills are also headed to the Governor’s desk for his approval.


The two thousand thirteen legislative session wraps up Friday, May seventeenth at six P.M. reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
