MO House Sends Transportation Tax to the Voters

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives put the final stamp of approval on a proposed ballot initiative aiming to help the state’s roads and bridges.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to take a proactive approach to the state’s transportation infrastructure.
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Members of the Missouri House truly agreed and finally passed a proposed ballot initiative aiming to help the state’s roads and bridges.


House Joint Resolution sixty-eight puts a proposed sales tax increase on the November ballot to help the state’s transportation infrastructure.


The proposal calls for three quarters of a cent sales tax increase to benefit transportation.
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(R) St. Clair


“We’re just hoping that we don’t get to the point to where it is absolutely affecting daily drivers out on the roads where then it is an oh my gosh we’ve got to do something, the sky is falling type of things… it is trying to be a little bit proactive.”

Under the proposed ballot measure, the sales tax increase would only affect consumers for ten years before expiring.


However not everyone is onboard, one lawmaker claims the sales tax proposal sends a mixed message to voters.
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“As a body we are cutting taxes right?


We are cutting taxes, we are going to give them their money back and yet at the very same time we’re asking them to raise their taxes.


I think that message is going to come out loud and clear and I am afraid that what it is going to be is we are going to turn this down.”

Lawmakers passed the ballot initiative with one hundred five yes votes.

It now must be approved by the voters before the sales tax increase can take effect…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
