MO House Sends Right to Farm to Voters

Intro: The Missouri House of Representatives truly agreed and finally passed a proposal aiming to protect the state’s number one industry.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to ensure the future of agriculture in Missouri.
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Members of the Missouri House put the final touches on a proposal aiming to protect agriculture in Missouri.


House Joint Resolution Eleven proposes a constitutional amendment affirming one’s right to farm in Missouri.


The proposal also includes language protecting the rights of farmers and ranchers to engage in modern farming and ranching practices.
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“It’s about the family farm; it’s about preserving for generations what we have grown to love in Missouri.”

The proposal made several trips back and forth between the House and the Senate as lawmakers on both sides of the building worked to develop a compromise on the issue.


Earlier versions of the constitutional amendment placed restrictions on the abilities of local governments to pass laws affecting farmers.
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“And we are left with a piece of legislation that guarantees the right to farm but still has a reference to the constitutional authority of those dedicated and allocated political subdivisions to be able to exercise their right to their own ordinance.” 

Lawmakers approved the proposed change to the state’s constitution with more than one hundred thirty yes votes.


The right to farm language now heads to the voters for approval…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
