MO House Passes Student Transfer Bill

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives approved legislation aiming to fix the student transfer problem in St. Louis.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to put guidelines in place allowing students to leave failing school districts while keeping those districts from going bankrupt.
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The Missouri House of Representatives approved a Senate bill intended to fix the student transfer problem in St. Louis.

Currently the Normandy and Riverview Gardens school districts in St. Louis are facing a financial crisis because of the number of students leaving the districts.   
Senate Bill four ninety-three attempts to ease the financial strain on the two districts while still giving students the ability to move to an accredited district.

Under the proposal, the student’s former district would send seventy percent of the student’s tuition to their new school district.
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“It will prevent Normandy and Riverview Gardens from going bankrupt.


It will also allow the sending district to have some stability in their budgeting process so that they know how much money they are going to have to send to any district no matter where the student goes they know that it will be eighty-four hundred dollars.”


The proposal also creates a pathway for students to transfer out of unaccredited districts.


According to the legislation students can transfer to a neighboring, accredited district or a private school in the same or adjoining county.


However some lawmakers feel the Senate bill is a voucher bill in disguise.
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“You can call it by any name you want but it is about sending money, public tax dollars to private schools to make sure that those private schools are well funded eventually continuing to undermine more and more school districts.”

Under the proposal, the private school option is only available in St. Louis and Kansas City.


After a lengthy debate with numerous amendments, lawmakers approved the legislation with more than ninety yes votes and sent it back to the Senate for its consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
