Veterans Funding Amendment

Intro:
The Missouri House adopted an amendment to a veterans’ bill aiming to fund Missouri’s aging veterans’ homes. The legislation also aims to clear a major hurdle in this year’s budget debate…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House adopted an amendment to a Senate bill aiming to fully fund the state’s veterans’ homes.


 Under the amendment, more than twenty million dollars worth of fees associated with Missouri casinos would be distributed to the state’s veteran’s homes.

As a result, early childhood education would receive more than thirty million dollars from the state’s portion of the national tobacco settlement.
The Missouri House passed similar legislation earlier in the session but the Senate failed to act on the Houses’ recommendations.

Currently, the House’s version of state’s budget is based partly off of the funding switch.

According to the House budget chair, this amendment is vital to the budget process.
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“Now this is the agreement that’s been worked out and will allow us to be able to move forward in the budget conference process, develop a balanced budget and fully fund our veterans’ homes.”
Supporters claim time is the biggest enemy at the moment because the Senate must send the legislation to the Governor before the budget process can continue.
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“One vote in here and one vote in the Senate will fulfill our commitment to Missouri’s veterans and will take care of the early childhood and will give us the solution to the second biggest of the budget problems.”
Lawmakers approved the amendment without any opposition and sent the Senate Bill back to the Senate for consideration.

With its passage, Silvey is optimistic the General Assembly can come to an agreement over the state’s twenty-four billion dollar budget…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
