Lawmakers Look Forward to 2016
Intro:	With the two thousand fifteen legislative session in the rearview mirror, lawmakers now begin the process of looking forward to the second half of the Ninety-Eighth General Assembly. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on what might be on the agenda for two thousand sixteen.
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	By the end of the two thousand fifteen legislative session lawmakers sent more than one hundred thirty bills to the governor’s desk.
	However several priority pieces of legislation were not among those truly agreed and finally passed.
	Senate Bill One Ninety-Nine aimed to change the way police officers use deadly force to deal with certain situations.
	
	Super:	Speaker Todd Richardson
		(R) Poplar Bluff

	“Well look anytime we end a legislative session we come back and we start looking at what we didn’t get over the finish line the year before, I’m sure we will be back discussing the use of deadly force statue next session.”

	Both chambers passed its version of the bill but were unable to come to a compromise on the final day of the legislative session.
	Looking forward, the chairman of the legislative black caucus hopes addressing the actions of the state’s police force will be a priority moving forward.

	Super:	Rep. Brandon Ellington
		(D) Kansas City

	“Yeah hopefully next year with our new speaker we can actually work on some of these bills, we had over sixty bills that was related to police misconduct or police reform, none of those bills made it out of committee.”

	Another piece of legislation that failed to make it to the finish line was legislation addressing the state’s need for increased road funding.
	Senate Bill Five Forty aimed to fix the funding problem by raising the gas tax by one point five cents per gallon and raising the tax on diesel fuel by three point five cents per gallon.

	“Transportation funding is going to be a priority for this legislature to address in the next session and we are… have a good team that is going to be working on what those proposals are going to be and we will be ready to come forward with solutions in January.”

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“I don’t think there is any question that something needs to be done, what that level is I don’t know.
	I would have voted for the gas tax increase, I think that was the responsible thing to do.”

	The gas tax proposal received initial approval from the Missouri Senate but failed to make it any more progress before the end of the legislative session.
	These issues and more will be waiting for lawmakers when they return to the State Capitol to gavel in for the two thousand sixteen legislative session… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
