  MO House Overrides Governor’s Budget Line Items

Intro:	Lawmakers from both sides of the aisle approved dozens of motions intended to restore funding to the state’s two thousand fifteen operating budget.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers dealt with Governor Jay Nixon’s budget actions during the annual veto session.
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	Lawmakers returned to the capitol city for the annual veto session to address several items vetoed by Governor Jay Nixon.
	At the top of their list, lawmakers responded to several of the Governor’s line item vetoes to the state’s two thousand fifteen operating budget.
	Nixon vetoed one hundred sixty line items from the two thousand fifteen budget.
	
	Super:	Speaker Tim Jones
		(R) Eureka

	“Rather than vetoing or withholding things from travel budgets or the fancy airplanes that are hither and thither around the entire state of Missouri… rather than do that he goes after kids, seniors and poor people.”
	
	Members of the Missouri House successfully voted to override fifty-five of the Governor’s line item vetoes.
	Those items included funding for educational programs, foster parent training, the public defender’s office and more.
	However one democrat pointed out just because Republicans can override the Governor doesn’t mean the money will make it to the destination.

	Super:	Rep. Chris Kelly
		(D) Columbia

	“The secret that the state may not realize that we all realize when we are all voting for these spending things in here is that the Governor is going to withhold them all.
	We know that it is still ok because than they are in the core and our pet programs are ok for going forward but they all are going to be withheld.”

	At the end of the veto session, lawmakers successfully overturned forty-seven of Nixon’s line item vetoes from the state’s two thousand fifteen operating budget.
	Those motions added up to more than fifty-three million dollars worth of spending restored to the state’s budget.
	All eyes now turn to election day to see if Republicans can maintain its supermajority status in the General Assembly…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

	
	                                                    
	
	

