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Pass by Consent.

Perfected by Consent March 29, 2001.
TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk

1543L.02P

AN ACT

To repeal sections 59.310 and 59.313, RSMo 2000, relating to county recorders of deeds, and
to enact in lieu thereof three new sections relating to the same subject, with an effective
date.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

SectionA. Sections59.310 and 59.313, RSM 0 2000, arerepeal ed and three new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 59.005, 59.310 and 59.313, to read as follows:

59.005. Asused in thischapter, unlessthe context clearly indicates otherwise, the
following terms mean:

(2) "Document” or "instrument” , any writingor drawing presented totherecor der
of deedsfor recording;

(2) "File","filed" or "filing", theact of delivering or transmitting a document to
therecorder of deedsfor recording into the official public record;

(3) "Grantor" or "grantee", the names of the partiesinvolved in the transaction
used to create therecording index;

(4) "Legal description" shall include but not belimited to thereferenceto thelot
or partsthereof, block, plat or replat number, plat book and page and the name of any

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets[thus] in thishill isnot enacted and isintended
to be omitted in the law.
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recorded plat; or if the property has not been platted, the acreage, if applicable, the
guarter/quarter section, and the section, township and range of property. The addr ess of
the property shall not be accepted as legal description;

(5) "Legible", all text, seals, drawings, signatures or other content within the
document must be capable of producing a clear and readable image from record,
regardless of the process used for recording;

(6) "Page", any writing, printing or drawing printed on onesideonly covering all
or part of the page, not larger than eight and one-half inchesin width and eleven inches
in height for pages other than a plat or survey;

(7) "Record", "recorded" or "recording", the recording of a document into the
official public record, regardless of the process used;

(8) "Recorder of deeds", the separate recorder of deedsin those counties where
separate from the circuit clerk and the circuit clerk and ex officio recorder of deedsin
those counties wher e the offices are combined.

59.310. 1. Thecounty recorder of deeds may refuse any document presented for
recording that does not meet the following requirements:

(1) Thedocument shall consist of one or moreindividual pagesprinted only on one
side and not permanently bound nor in a continuousform. Thedocument shall not have
any attachment stapled or otherwise affixed to any page except as required by law,
provided that a document may be stapled together for presentation for recording; alabel
that isfirmly attached with a bar code or return address may be accepted for recording;

(2) Thesizeof print or type shall not be smaller than eight-point type and shall be
in black or dark ink. Should any document presented for recording contain type smaller
than eight-point type, such document shall be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy
not smaller than eight-point typeto be recorded contempor aneously as additional pages
of the document;

(3) The document must be of sufficient legibility to produce a clear and legible
reproduction thereof. Should any document not be of sufficient legibility to produce a
clear and legible reproduction, such document shall be accompanied by an exact
typewritten copy not smaller than eight-point typeto berecorded contempor aneously as
additional pages of the document;

(4) Thedocument shall beon white paper or light-colored of not lessthan twenty-
pound weight without water marksor other visibleinclusions, except for platsand surveys,
which may be on materialssuch asmylar or velum. All text within the document shall be
of sufficient color and clarity to ensure that when the text isreproduced from record, it
shall bereadable;
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(5) All signatureson a document shall bein black or dark ink and shall havethe
cor responding nametyped, printed or stamped under neath said signature. Thetypingor
printing of any name or the applying of an embossed or inked stamp shall not cover or
interferewith any part of the document except where provided for by law;

(6) Thedocumentsshall haveatop margin of at least threeinchesof vertical space
from left toright, indicated by a horizontal lineto bereserved for the recorder of deeds
certification and use. All other margins on the document shall be a minimum of three-
fourths of oneinch on all sides. Nonessential information such as form numbers, page
numbers or customer notations may be placed in the margin. A document may be
recorded if a minor portion of a seal or incidental writing extends beyond the
margins. Therecorder of deeds will not incur any liability for not showing any seal or
information that extends beyond the margins of the per manent archival record.

2. Every document containing any of the items listed in this subsection that is
presented for recor ding, except platsand surveys, shall have such information on thefirst
page below the three-inch horizontal margin:

(1) Thetitle of the document;

(2) Thedate of the document;

(3) All grantors names,

(4) All grantees names;

(5) Any statutory addr esses,

(6) Thelegal description of the property; and

(7) Reference book and pagesfor statutory requirements.

If thereisnot sufficient room on thefirst pagefor all of theinformation required by this
subsection, the page r efer ence within the document wheretheinformation is set out shall
be stated on thefirst page.

3. For aperiod of two yearsfrom January 1, 2002, documents which do not meet
therequirementsset forth in this section may berecorded for an additional fee of twenty-
five dollars, which shall be deposited in the recorders fund established pursuant to
subsection 1 of section 59.319. Thereafter, the recorder of deeds shall not accept a
document which does not meet the requirements set out in this section.

4. Documentswhich areexempt from for mat requirementsand which therecorder
of deeds may record include the following:

(1) Documentswhich weresigned prior to January 1, 2002;

(2) Military separation papers;

(3) Documents executed outside the United States;



H.B. 606 4

59
60
61
62
63

65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

(4) Certified copies of documents, including birth and death certificates;

(5) Any document where one of the original parties is deceased or otherwise
incapacitated; and

(6) Judgmentsor other documents formatted to meet court requirements.

5. Any document rejected by arecorder of deedsshall bereturned tothe preparer
or presenter accompanied by an explanation of thereason it could not be recorded.

6. Recordersof deedsshall be allowed feesfor their servicesasfollows:

(1) For recordingevery deed or instrument: fivedollarsfor thefirst pageand three
dollarsfor each page thereafter except for platsand surveys,

(2) For copyingor reproducing any recor ded instrument, except surveysand plats:
afeenot to exceed two dollarsfor thefirst page and one dollar for each page ther eafter;

(3) For every certificateand seal, except when recordinganinstrument: onedollar;

(4) For recording a plat or survey of a subdivision, outlets or condominiums:
twenty-fivedollarsfor each sheet of drawingsor calculationsbased on a size not to exceed
twenty-four inchesin width by eighteen inchesin height. For recording asurvey of oneor
moretracts. fivedollarsfor each sheet of drawingsor calculationsbased on asizenot to
exceed twenty-four inchesin width by eighteen inchesin height. Any plat or survey larger
than eighteen incheshby twenty-four inchesshall be counted asan additional sheet for each
additional eighteen inches by twenty-four inches, or fraction thereof, plusfivedollarsper
page of other material;

(5) For copying a plat or survey of one or moretracts: afee not to exceed five
dollarsfor each sheet of drawings and calculations not larger than twenty-four inchesin
width and eighteen inchesin height and one dollar for each page of other material;

(6) For adocument which releasesor assigns morethan oneitem: fivedollarsfor
each item beyond one released or assigned in addition to any other charges which may
apply, however, the recorder may require individual documents due to recording
pr OCesses,

(7) For every certified copy of a marriage license or application for a marriage
license: two dollars; and

(8) For duplicate copiesof therecordsin amedium other than paper, therecorder
of deedsshall set areasonablefeenot to exceed the costs associated with document sear ch
and duplication;

(9) For all other use of equipment, personnel services and office facilities, the
recorder of deeds may set areasonable fee.

59.313. 1. Therecorder of deedsin a city not within a county may refuse any
document presented for recording that does not meet the following requirements:
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(1) The document shall consist of one or more individual pages not per manently
bound nor in a continuousform. Thedocument shall not have any attachment stapled or
otherwiseaffixed to any page except asrequired by law, provided that adocument may be
stapled together for presentation for recording; alabel that isfirmly attached with a bar
code or return address may be accepted for recording;

(2) Thesizeof print or type shall not be smaller than eight-point type and shall be
in black or dark ink. Should any document presented for recording contain type smaller
than eight-point type, such document shall be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy
not smaller than eight-point typeto be recorded contemporaneously as additional pages
of the document;

(3) The document must be of sufficient legibility to produce a clear and legible
reproduction thereof. Should any document not be of sufficient legibility to produce a
clear and legible reproduction, such document shall be accompanied by an exact
typewritten copy not smaller than eight-point typeto berecorded contemporaneously as
additional pages of the document;

(4) Thedocument shall beon whiteor light-colored paper of not lessthan twenty-
pound weight without water marksor other visibleinclusions, except for platsand surveys,
which may be on materialssuch asmylar or velum. All text within the document shall be
of sufficient color and clarity to ensure that when the text isreproduced from record, it
shall bereadable;

(5) All signatureson adocument shall bein black or dark ink and shall havethe
cor responding nametyped, printed or stamped under neath said signature. Thetypingor
printing of any name or the applying of an embossed or inked stamp shall not cover or
interferewith any part of the document, except where provided for by law;

(6) Every document, except plats and surveys, shall have a top margin of at least
threeinchesof vertical spacefromleft toright, indicated by ahorizontal linetobereserved
for therecorder of deeds certification and use. All other marginson the document shall
be a minimum of three-fourths of oneinch on all sides. Nonessential infor mation such as
form numbers, page numbers or customer notations may be placed in the margin. A
document may be recorded if a minor portion of a seal or incidental writing extends
beyond themargins. Therecorder of deedswill not incur any liability for not showingany
seal or information that extends beyond the mar gins of the per manent archival record.

2. Every document containing any of the items listed in this subsection that is
presented for recor ding, except platsand surveys, shall have such information on thefirst
page below thethreeinch horizontal line:

(1) Thetitle of the document;
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(2) Thedate of the document;

(3) All grantors names,

(4) All grantees names;

(5) Any statutory addr esses,

(6) Thelegal description or descriptions of the property; and
(7) Reference book and page for statutory requirements.

If thereisnot sufficient room on thefirst pagefor all therequired information, the page
referencewithin thedocument wheretheinfor mation isset out shall be placed on thefirst
page.

3. For aperiod of two yearsfrom January 1, 2002, documents which do not meet
therequirementsset forth in this section may berecorded for an additional fee of twenty-
five dollars, which shall be deposited in the recorders fund established pursuant to
subsection 1 of section 59.319. Thereafter, the recorder of deeds shall not accept a
document which does not meet the requirements set out in this section.

4. Documentswhich areexempt from format requirementsand which therecorder
of deeds may record include the following:

(1) Documentswhich weresigned prior to January 1, 2002;

(2) Military separation papers;

(3) Documents executed outside the United States;

(4) Certified copies of documents, including birth and death certificates;

(5) Any document where one of the original parties is deceased or otherwise
incapacitated; and

(6) Judgmentsor other documents formatted to meet court requirements.

5. Any document rejected by arecorder of deedsshall bereturned tothe preparer
or presenter accompanied by an explanation of thereason it could not be recorded.

6. Recordersof deedsshall be allowed feesfor their servicesasfollows:

(1) For recording every deed or instrument: ten dollarsfor thefirst pageand five
dollarsfor each page thereafter;

(2) For copyingor reproducingany recorded instrument, except surveysand plats:
threedollarsfor thefirst page and two dollarsfor each page ther eafter;

(3) For every certificate and seal, except when recording an instrument: two
dollars;

(4) For recordingaplat or survey of asubdivision, outlotsor condominiums: forty-
four dollarsfor each sheet of drawings and calculations based on a size of not to exceed
twenty-four inchesin width by eighteen inchesin height, plusten dollarsfor each page of
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(5) For recording a survey of one tract of land, in the form of one sheet not to
exceed twenty-four inchesin width by eighteen inchesin height: eight dollars;

(6) For copyingaplat or survey: eight dollarsfor each page;

(7) For every certified copy of a marriage license or application for a marriage
license: fivedollars;

(8) For releasing on themargin: eight dollarsfor each item released;

(9) For adocument which releases or assigns more than oneitem: seven dollars
and fifty cents for each item beyond one released or assigned in addition to any other
charges which may apply; and

(10) For duplicate redls of microfilm: thirty dollars each. For all other use of
equipment, personnel services and office space the recorder of deeds shall set attendant
fees.

[59.310. 1. Asused in this section, "page" means any writing, printing or
drawing covering all or part of one side of a paper, other than a plat, not larger than
8 %2 inches x 14 inches, or of aplat not larger than 18 inches x 24 inches, with the
following conditions:

(1) Should sufficient space not be provided for the necessary recording
information and certification on a document, said recording information and
certification shall be placed on an added sheet and such sheet shall be counted as a
page;

(2) The size of print or type on any document to be recorded shall not be
smaller than 8 point. Should any document to be recorded contain type smaller than
8 point, such document must be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy thereof
which will be recorded contemporaneously with the document;

(3) Thedocument must be of sufficient legibility so asto produceaclear and
legible reproduction thereof. Should adocument not be of sufficient legibility so as
to produce aclear and | egible reproduction, such document must be accompanied by
an exact typewritten copy thereof which will be recorded contemporaneously with
the document;

(4) Any attachment which extends the length of the page, and any deed or
document larger than 8 %2 inches x 14 inches, other than a plat or survey, shall be
counted as an additional page for each additional 8 ¥2inchesx 14 inches or fraction
thereof. Any plat or survey larger than 18 inches x 24 inches shall be counted as an
additional page for each additional 18 inches x 24 inches or fraction thereof.

2. Any signature on a document shall have the corresponding name typed,
printed or stamped underneath said signature.

3. Recorders shall be allowed fees for their services as follows:

(1) For recording every deed or instrument: $5.00 for the first page and
$3.00 for each page thereafter;

(2) For copying or reproducing any recorded instrument except surveys or



8

plats: afeenot to exceed $2.00 for thefirst page and $1.00 for every page thereafter;

(3) For every certificate and seal, except when recording an instrument:
$1.00;

(4) For recording aplat or survey of asubdivision, outlotsor condominiums:
$25.00 for each page of drawings and calculations plus $5.00 for each page of other
material;

(5) For recording a survey of one tract of land, in the form of one page:
$5.00 per page;

(6) For copying aplat or survey: afee not to exceed $5.00 for each page;

(7) For every certified copy of a marriage license or application for a
marriage license: $2.00. The only additional fee over and above thisis the $1.00
state user fee on al documents that convey real estate, and a 25-cent fee for
identifying each noteto an instrument when adocument isrecorded that createsalien
against the real estate.]

[59.313. 1. Asusedinthissection for recording in the office of the recorder
of deeds of any city not within a county, "page" means any writing, printing or
drawing covering al or part of one side of a paper, other than a plat not larger than
8%2inchesx 14 inches, or of aplat not larger than 18 x 24 inches, with thefollowing
conditions:

(1) Should sufficient space not be provided for the necessary recording
information and certification on a document, said recording information and
certification shall be placed on an added sheet and such sheet shall be counted as a
page;

(2) The size of print or type on any document to be recorded shall not be
smaller than 8 point. Should any document to be recorded contain type smaller than
8 point, such document must be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy thereof
which will be recorded contemporaneously with the document. Such additional
documents shall be recorded at the same cost as an original;

(3) Thedocument must be of sufficient legibility so asto produceaclear and
legible reproduction thereof. Should adocument not be of sufficient legibility so as
to produce aclear and legible reproduction, such document must be accompanied by
an exact typewritten copy thereof which will be recorded contemporaneously with
the document;

(4) Any attachment which extends the length of the page, and any deed or
document larger than 8 %2 inches x 14 inches, other than a plat or survey, shall be
counted as an additional page for each additional 8 ¥2inches x 14 inches or fraction
thereof. Any plat or survey larger than 18 inches x 24 inches shall be counted as an
additional page for each additional 18 inches x 24 inches or fraction thereof.

2. Any signature on a document shall have the corresponding name typed,
printed or stamped underneath the signature.

3. Therecorder of deedsin any city not within acounty shall be allowed fees
for his services as follows:

(1) For recording every deed or instrument: $10.00 for the first page and
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$5.00 for each page thereafter;

(2) For copying or reproducing any recorded instrument, except surveysand
plats: $3.00 for thefirst page and $2.00 for each page thereafter;

(3) For every certificate and seal, except when recording an instrument:
$2.00;

(4) For recording aplat or survey of asubdivision, outlotsor condominiums:
$44.00 for each page of drawings and cal culations plus $10.00 for each page of other
materials,

(5) For recording a survey of one tract of land, in the form of one page:
$8.00;

(6) For copying aplat or survey: $8.00 for each page;

(7) For every certified copy of a marriage license or application for a
marriage license: $5.00;

(8) For releasing on the margin: $8.00 for each item released,;

(9) For adocument which releases or assigns more than oneitem: $7.50 for
each item beyond one released or assigned in addition to any other charges which
may apply; and

(10) For duplicate reelsof microfilm: $30.00 each. For all other personnel
services, use of equipment and use of office space the recorder of deeds shall set
attendant fees.]

Section B. Section A of this act shall become effective January 1, 2002.



