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AN ACT

To repeal section 135.205, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to

enterprise zones.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A.  Section 135.205, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu

thereof, to be known as section 135.205, to read as follows:2

135.205.  For purposes of sections 135.200 to 135.256, an area must meet all the

following criteria in order to qualify as an enterprise zone:2

(1)  The area is one of pervasive poverty, unemployment, and general distress;3

(2)  At least sixty-five percent of the residents living in the area have incomes below4

eighty percent of the median income of all residents within the state of Missouri according to the5

last decennial census or other appropriate source as approved by the director;6

(3)  The resident population of the area must be at least four thousand but not more than7

seventy-two thousand at the time of designation as an enterprise zone if the area lies within a8

metropolitan statistical area, as established by the United States Census Bureau; or, if the area9

does not lie within a metropolitan statistical area, the resident population of the area at the time10

of designation must be at least one thousand but not more than [twenty] twenty-five thousand11

inhabitants.  If the population of the jurisdiction of the governing authority does not meet the12

minimum population requirements set forth in this subdivision, the population of the area must13

be at least fifty percent of the population of the jurisdiction; provided, however, no enterprise14

zone shall be created which consists of the total area within the political boundaries of a county;15

and16



H.B. 1370 2

(4)  The level of unemployment of persons, according to the most recent data available17

from the division of employment security or from the United States Bureau of Census and18

approved by the director, within the area exceeds one and one-half times the average rate of19

unemployment for the state of Missouri over the previous twelve months, or the percentage of20

area residents employed on a full-time basis is less than fifty percent of the statewide percentage21

of residents employed on a full-time basis.22


